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=—_—_ the Gentleman that was the Author of the enſuing Hi- 
| Rory, was an Eye-witneſs of moſt of the Tranfactions he 
has related, yet it can't be expected that he, or any other Fer- 
fon in the Army could be preſent at every Action in a Campaign 
which produc d ſo many furprizing and various Events; yet where 
his own Knowledge was inſufficient to inform others, he had re- 
courſe to the Secretaries of fone General Officers, and to the 
beſt printed Relations, either in Dutch or Engliſi. Whatever 
Judicous Reader will take the Pains to examine the whole Work, 
muſt be ſo Candid as to acknowledge he has inſerted ſeveral Par- 
ticulars omitted by the Publick Writers, contradicted other Paſ- 
Tages, where the Truth and Fact gave him a juſt warrant ſo to 
do, corrected ſome Miſtakes, and connected the whole in ſuch a 
ö manner, as the Senſe is neither broken nor interrupted, but each 
Action introduces the other, and the private Springs and Reaſons 
which oblig'd the Enemies and our Generals to act as they did, 
are diſcover'd, and ſet in open view. Some Originals the 
Author has inſerted, where he judged the ſame very material, 
and brought ſome Councils and —— to light, which before 
we were unacquainted with: But as for the General's Letters 
juſt after the taking a Town, or a Victory, he has purpoſely 
omitted them, becauſe tis evident, thoſe Letters are writ in a hurry, 
and immediately after an Action is over, ſo that a juſt Account 
can be hardly given ſo Joon as ſuch Expreſſes are uſually ſent a. 
way, and 'tis the lame Poſt only that brings along with it Truth 
and Certainty. Theſe Arguments oblig'd him to negleCt thoſe 
Letters, andhe hopes the Care he has taken thro' the connexion 
of the whole Hiſtory, will be favourably receiv'd, and conduce 
ro the Publick Satisfaction. —_ 
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INTRODUCTION: 


FTER the Death-of Ring William, Her Ma- 
7705 began hej Reign ; and from the early Succeſſes 
that attended her Arms, gave her Subjects ſure 
Preſages of the Happineſs they were fated to enjoy, 
under the Influence of Her Auſpicious Government. 

The Crown was but juſt plac'd on her Head, when her 
Arms, in Comunition with thoſe of the Allies, reduc'd 
ſeveral Places of Importance in Flanders; and were Victori- 
ous over the Spaniards, at the Memorable Action of 
Vigo. 

Nor did the Progreſs of Her Majeſty's Succeſſes ſtop here; 
his Grace the Duke of Marlborough reliewd the lazy 
Germans, beat the Marſhals Tallard and Villeroy, iz two 
ſet Battles; and the Fights of Hockitet ad Ramellies, 
ſufficiently reveng d the Engliſh Troops that fell at Steinkirk 
and Landen. 


Victory every where declared in her Majeſty's Favour, ex- 
cepting at Almanza ; and the French found that their Em- 
pire muſt a ſecond time ſubmit to the Arms of Great Bris 
rain, 

They were ſenſible by the Experience of this preſent Var, 
that England was not oni) able to hold the Ballance of Eu- 

ror e 


INTRODUCTION. 

*1ope, but could alſo turn it in favour of the Houſe of Au- 
ſtrla or Bourbon, according as theſe Realms ſhould' take in- 
to the Intereſt of either of thoſe Families. They were alſo 
appriæ d, that the late Conjunctiou of England and Scot- 
land, was another terrible Blow to the Grandeur of France. 
The Cementiag of thoſe two Ringdoms, and their mutual For- 
tunes in 4 moſt ſacred and inſeparable Union; the one _ 
redoubtable for Riches, Trade and a Navigable Power; the 
other formidable for vaſt numbers of Warlike People, gave them 
dreadful Apprehenſions of the Future, and plainly convincd 
their unprejudic'd States men, that the Fate of the Empire 
of France was at hand; and nom for a Puniſhment for his 
zxfinite Perjuries, Ravages and Murders, the Hoary Hairs 
oj their Aged Monarch muſt ſet with Sorrow in the Grave. 

To prevent ſo great Misfortunes, the French took all ima- 
ginable Precaution, and form d all the Projects that Reaſon 
could ſuggeſt, or Politicians invent. At laſt their Councils 

7 3 their only way to weaken us Abroad, mas by em- 
barraſſing our Affairs at Home, and raiſing a Civil War in 
theſe Nations. Jo effect this, the Pretended Prince of Wales 
and the Marſhal de Matignon, with a numerous Pleet and 
ſeveral Batallions, ſailed for the Coaſt of Scotland, with an 
intent to land there; but Sir George Bing, with her Maje- 
fty's Fleet under his Command, prevented their Deſigns, and 
their Projects vaniſhed into Air. 
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HISI ORY 


OF THE 


CAMPAIGN | 
FLAN DERS; 


In the Year 1708. 


HE unſucceſsful Attempt on Scotland was now over, and 
the Winter, which preceded a Campain fo Glorious to 
the High Allies, had concluded its Courſe and the 
Spring began to produce in the Fields and Meadows 
Forage ſufficient for the Cavalry, when the Forces 

of the Hannoveriant, Pruſſians and Dutch torſook their Winter 

Quarters, and- began to form the Confederate Army under the 
Command of his Grace the Duke of Marlborough, and Velt- 
Marſhal Overkirke. Their firſt Rendezvouſe was at Anderlech, 

a ſmall Village near Bruſſels, _— they encampd the * of. 

* 


The Hliſtory of the Campaign 

May, New stile. The Weather being extreamly bad, and the 
Roads ſcarcely. paſſable at this time of the Year, they continu'd 
here from the 23d to the 26th of the ſame Month; when having 
ſtruck their Tents, they march'd again, and taking their Rout in 
four Columns, came to B-Ul;ngen, and encamp'd there. His Grace 
the Duke took his Head Quarters in the Abbey of that Name, and 
Monſieur the Velt Marſhal ſixt his at Hall, a little Town which 
lay in the Front of the firſt Line. The Br:r;Þ Forces that were 
deſigned to make the * without any loſs of time repaired 
to this Camp, as did a conſiderable Body of Troops in the Ser- 
vice of the Dutch, drawn from their reſpective Garriſons in Flan- 
ders ; and laſt of all, the Field-Deputies of the States arrived here, 
to whoſe Prudence, Genexoſity and Courage, the happy Succeſſes 
that attended the Arms of the High Allies this Summer were in a. 
great Meaſure owing. 

As the Confederates were early in the Field, ſo the French up- 
on the firſt notice of our Motions, immediately drew together 
their Troops. The 25th of this inſtant, their Armies encamp'd 
between Mons and St Giſlain a Town ſince famous for being ſur- 
prized by the Allies, and retaken by the French this Campaign du- 
Ting the Siege of Bruſſels, Ia the Afternoon of the preceding Day, 
the Duke of Yendoſm,came to the Army, the Right of which ex- 
tended to Havre near Mans, and the Left towards Bray, He was 
follow'd by the Dukes of. Burgundy and Berry, and the pretended 
Prince of Wales, who thought here to Crown himſelf with Law- 
rels, and to repair thoſe Diſgraces he had received on the Coaſt of 
North Britai:.. 

Thus the Troops on both ſides were aſſembled ſtrong in num- 
ders, and their reſpective Reſolutions were ſwell'd to a pitch of 


Fury, by Accidents which had happen'd previous to the Cam- 


paign. The Allies were angry with the French for their late 
Attempt upon Scotland ; their known Worth and Bravery ſo. 
often try'd, urg'd them to deſire the Combate; and the laughter 
of their Fellow Soldiers at Almanza, oppreſt by Numbers, and 
denyed that Quarter they had given their Vanquiſhers, enflam'd 
them to an honourable and juſt Revenge; and their Reſentment oc- 
caſioned them to deſire Batte}, in which they hoped to aſſert the 
Reputation of their Companions, and to vindicate the Alhes of 
the Dead. Nor was the Army of his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty a- 
verſe from hazarding every thing to the deciſion of a Battel. The 


- unhappy Combat faught in Spain, convinc d them that the Braveſt 


Men. 


in Flanders, in the Tear 1708. 

Men may be overcome by numbers. Their numerous Batallions, 
ſuperiour to ours, and the Preſence of the Princes of the Blood, 
ſent to the Army with a deſign to reſtore that Spirit of Gallan- 
try, ſo- peculiar to the French Nation (as the King of France 
was pleaſed to expreſs himſelf ) whetted their Reſolutions, and 
made them as pallionate as the Britiſh Soldiers for an Engage- 
ment. 

It muſt be acknowledged, that the French Officers had taken a 
great deal of Pains to recruit their Army, their Men and Horſes 
made a good appearance. Nor were their Politicians idle, the 
Elector of Bavaria, Count Bergeick, and Monſieur Chamillard, 
had met together, and held ſeveral private Conferences before 
the Armies took the Field. The Subject of their Convention was 
the Intelligence which the two former held with the Burghers of 
Ghent and Bruges, which turn'd in the end, as generally all Trea- 
chery does, to the difzrace of a Crown, which for the moſt part 
had jacquir'd its ſhort-liv'd Glory, by no other than ſuch Crimi- 
nal Methods. The Princes of the Blood and the Duke of Ven. 
doſm, in order to execute the Projects that had already been con 
certed, march'd towards Louvain and the Banks of the Dvle. 
They ſent away their heavy Baggage more than twice, and by 
their motions, ſeem'd to threaten the Allies with a Battel, or 
the Seizure of Louvain, which they had attempted the Year be- 
fore to little Purpoſe : But his Grace by long marches prevented 
them in the laſt of theſe Deſigns, and as to engaging the Confede- 
rates, they had no ſuch Intentions, as their ſucceeding Actions 
ſoon made appear. But the better ro cover the Enterprize in Hand, 
they made frequent, Marches and Counter-marches, ſometimes 
advancing, and at other times retreating, till they could bring 
their Projects to bear; upon the breaking out of which, the French 
encamp'd at Brain la lein, and the Confederates at Terbanb. No- 
thing extraordinary happen d till the 4th of June N. S. when the 
Allies were ſtrangely ſurprized, upon receiving Advice, that a 
French Detachment had made themſelves Maſters of Ghent and 
Bruges. | 

Before | enter upon the Particulars of this Action, as it was 
executed, I deſire leave to go back as far as the Original of the 
Enterprize, which was purely owing to Intrigues which the E- 
lector of Bavaria and the Count of Bergeicłk managed in that part 


* 


of Flanders, which was lately reduc'd to the Obedience of their 


Lawful Sovereign; and which, it ſeems, had not caſt off the 
| B 2 French 
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The Hiſtory of the Campaign 

French Yoak, as inſupportable, but only laid it down with a Re- 
lution to take it up again, whenever a fair Opportunity ſhould: 
offer to that Purpoſe. | 

His Highneſs of Bavaria, as every Body knows, was made 
Governor of the Spaniſh Provinces in the Netherlands, by the in- 
fluence the Emperor had over the Spaniſh Councils, during the 
late War, which his Catholick Majeſty deceas'd waged with 
the Crown of France, the Reward of his good Services to the 
Houſe of Auſtria, was a Poſt of fo much Honour and Advantage; 
yet notwithſtanding that Prince was ty'd to the Imperial Family 
by all the Obligations of Gratitude, yet upon the Death of the 
late King Charles of Spain, he joyned with the Bourbon Faction, 
and by means ſoungentleman-like and unworthy of his Courage, 
procured to be continu'd in the precarious Government of the Spa- 
niſh Flanders. 


As this Poſt coſt him little, ſo he was profuſe enough of the 


Profits he derived from it: He was Magnificent, as his Flatterers 
term'd it, to a high degree; a great Admirer of the Ladies, and 
as a great Bigot in appearance to the Catholick Religion, Thoſe 
Qualities, and the vaſtneſs of his Expences, engag d the Affecti- 
ons of all the Flanderkins to him, who could take no further a 
Proſpect of Affairs, than what their external Part repreſented, 
To encreaſe his Intereſt in theſe Provinces, his Highneſs gave 
out by his Emiſlaries, that the Religion of their Anceſtors was in 
danger; that King Charles III. had mortgag'd his Right in Flan- 
ders ſo deeply to the States, that there was no poſſiibility of a 
Redemption and that the conquer'd Cities would ſoon ſee Here- 


ticks only preſide in all Governments both Eccleſiaſtical and Ci- 


vil; and that nothing could be expected but Impoſitions on their 
Faith, and Taxes on their Eſtates. The Agents of this Prince 
found moſt of the Cities which had yielded after the Battel of Ra- 
mellics not averſe to Impreſſions of this Nature, they brib'd ſome 
and careſt others into a Treachery, which was to be put in ex- 
ecution as ſoon as Detachments from the Army of the Duke of 
Va:dsſmcog'd at once give them an opportunity and a ProteCti- 
on for their Rebellion. Antwerp, Bruges and Ghent were in the 
Conſpiracy to ſubmit themſelves once more to the Duke ol .4njou, 
And tis probable ſeveral other Places had aſſum'd the fame Deſigns 


had not the Garriſons of the Allies hinder'd them from ſhewing 


their ſincere Intentions. The French and the Allies had now 


continued a conſiderable: time in their Encampments; the Allies 


waiting 
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in Flanders, in the Year 1768. 


waiting for Prince Eigene's taking the Field with an Army that 
was to be compoſed of the Troops of Pra and Heſſe, ſome Re- 
giments of the Elector Palatine's, and ſome Imperialiſts, The mo. 
tion of this Body was retarded by ſeveral Difficulties raiſed con- 
cerning the March of the Palatine Forces; which the French ha» 
ving Intelligence of, and concluding that the our Armies would 
hardly venture to force them in the Paſſes and Defiles they had 
ſeized on, immediately commanded a Detachmentto march to- 
wards Ghent and Rug es, in order to ſurprize thoſe Towns; on 
the 5th of Jh, N,S. 


The ſame Day about Noon, Advice was brought to the gone: 
Camp of the Allies, that in the Morning between five and fix Bruget Gps 


ef the Clock, the French had taken poſſeſſion of Ghent and Bruges, 
their manner of effecting it was thus : A Party of their Troops, 
commanded by the Brigadiers La Faille and Paſteur, advanc'd be- 
fore Break of Day to the firſt of theſe Places; five or fix Soldiers 
went before, and upon the opening of the Gates the French pre- 


tended they were Deſerters to the Watch, which conſiſted f 


Burghers, and was not more numerous than thoſe who amuz d 


them with ſtories of their Deſertion. Immediately aſter another 


ſmall Company of the ſame Kidney appeared, and entertain'd the 
Watch with the like frivolous Relations, till Brigadier La Faille 
came in Perſon, - who immediately appeered, and ordered the 
Guards at the Gates to lay down their Arms, and ſubmit them- 
ſelves to the King of Spain. They obey'd his Orders without 
any reſiſtance, and that General after he had ſecured the Gates 
and admitted the French, march'd directly to the Town-hovle, 
where he ſummoned the Burghers to meet; upon their convening 
he commanded a General Pardon to be read in which Aſſurances 
were given them of being protected in their Antient Liberties and 
Franchiſes. The Tenour of that Pardon is as follows, and give us 
a light into ſeveral things we were before Strangers to. 


Maximilian Emanuel &c. 


1S Electoral Highneſs entertaining Hopes, before his De- 


parture for the Rhine, that the Duke of Rurg undy by the 
Superiority of his Forces, would obtain ſome good Succels in the 
Courſe of the Campaign, and deliver the chief Towns of Flanders 
from the Oppreſſion which they have ſuffer'd fince they have been 
in the Hands of the Enemy, thought fit to leave bis Orders for 
Signify ing to the Magiſtrates of Ghent, and to all the Inhabitants 
ol 


e. — — 22 — _ 


The Hiſtory of the Campaign 
of the fame, how highly ſatisfy'd he is with the Zeal, Fidelity 
and Adherence, which they have always ſhewn for the King their 
Lawful Sovereign, and preſery'd during the Time they have been 
in the Poſſeſion of the Enemy: And alſo for aſſur ing them, that if 
by the good Succeſs of the Army of the two Crowns they be again 
recover'd to the Obedience of his Catholick Mejeſty, he will not 
only protect and maintain them in their ancient Priviteges, Rights 
and Cuſtoms, but alſo enlarge them with ſuch as they ſhall judge 
to conduce moſt ro their common Benefit. And for the Satisfa- 
ction and Security of thoſe who may not have behav'd themſelves 
as good Subjects, his Majeſty has granted, and grants by this Act 
a general Pardon to all who in any manner whatſoever have been 
wanting to their Duty. Alſo his Electoral Highneſs in conſidera- 
tion of ſuch happy Succeſs, promiſes all thoſe who are in the Ma- 
giſtracy of Ghent, that they ſhall continue in their Offices for 2 
"Years to come. His Electoral Highneſs commands all whom this 
may concern, to govern themſelves according to it. Done at 
ens the 12th of May. Sign'd, 


And underneath, The Count de Bergeyck. 


By the date and contexture of this Pardon, it viſible appears, 
that the Burghers of Ghent had a part in this Treachery, and had 
tigaify'd their Reſolution of ſhaking off their Obedience to King 
Charles, to ſuch Perſons as the Elector of Bavaria had entruſted 
wich the management of theſe Practices. If this Reflection was 
not a ſolid Truth, the French were wonderfully good natur'd, or 
had the Gift of Propheſy to Pardon a number of Perſons ſo long 
before they deſired or wanted one; nor is it probable but that 
in caſe the Burghers had intended to defend the Place, greater Care 
would have been taken of the Gates; nor would the [nhabitants 
in Prudence have truſted their Lives and Liberties to a Watch of 

5 or's Men, if they had look'd upon the French to have been their 
Enemies: Beſides, the expreſs Words of the Pardon declare how 
highly ſatisfy'd his Electoral Highneſs was with the Zeal, Fide- 
lity and Adherence which they had always teſtify'd for the King 
their Lawful Sovereign, and which they had preferv'd during 
their Subject ion to the Enemy; ſo that all the Chymeras uſed by 
the Freach to convince the World, that they ow'd the poſſeſſion 
of this Town rather to Srratagem than Treachery, have no man- 
ner of weight in them, and only diſcover what they have a mind 
| to 
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in Flanders, in the Tear 1508, * 


to avoid · As ſoon as the Town was taken, the French cauſed; ne 
Governor ©: the Cittadel to be ſummoned to ſurrender; but the | 
Officer that commanded therein returned an anſwer, that he { 
would defend it to the laſt Extremity- Hereupon the Frerch be 
gan their Attacks againſt it, and Major General Marray, who was 
poſted at Marienbirł. with two Exgliſb and one Spaniſh Batallions 
endeavoured to throw a Reinforcement into the Caſtle, but was 
; repulſed in his deſign, and obliged to retire, The Governor 
9 of the Cittadel capitulated the next Day, as did the Town oi 
5 Bruges, upon a Detachment of the French Army arriving before 
that Place, without making the leaſt oppoſition, only ſome Cere- 
x monies in the matter were obſerved, and certain Conditions a- 
i greed upon reſpecting the Receiver of their Contributions and 
| his Comptroller ; But the whole Air of the Capitulation demon- 
ſtrat'd, that the Articles thereof were agreed upon long before by 
other Perſons than they that pretended to execute them. 

Upon Major General Murray's leaving this Town he retired to 


N Sax van Ghent, where he found Meſſieurs Tullecken, Quint, Steen- 
5 berghen and Neyveen, Deputies of the States for the Affairs cf 
4 Flanders. They ſeem'd concerned at Events which happen'd ſo 


contrary to the commoſt expectation; with theſe ke concerted . 
proper Methods to put the Frontiers in a poſture of Defence, and 

N for ſecuring ſuch Poſts as ſeem d moſt expoſed. The Garriſon of 
: the Red Houſe was reinforc'd with 50 Men, and ſoon after with 
; 100 more. Two hundred Dragoons of the Regiment of 4' An- 
z dignies were commanded to the Lines of Biervliet, and 4 were 
J ſent to Hulſt ; all the Troops which were in Slaice march'd for 
Damme, except 50 Men, which place ſeem'd to be in a great deal 
| of danger. . 

But whilſt the Deputies of the States were endeavouring to find - 
Methods how to obſtruct the Progrefs of the French, and ſecure - 
the Towns in that part of F/anders from the Force and Intrigues of 
the two Crowns The Duke of Marlborough and Monſieur Au- 
derquerque bent their March towards the Grand Army command - 
ed by the Princes of the Blood and the Duke of Vandome. Theſe 
Generals, either puffd up with that good Su ceſs which 10 lately 
attended their Arms, and fo rarely of late Years, ſmiled upon 


iN the French, or imagining that the reſidue of the Spaniſh Towns in 
J Flanders could-as eafily be won by Force as the two former were 
F by Treachery, drew.near to Audenarde, and inveſted that Town « s 


| the 19th of July N. S. What the Intention of the Fronch could be Oudenard. | 
| " 


Ile Hiſtory of the Campaign 


hy undertaking a Siege in the very fight of the Confederate' Army 
is hard to determine: They mult in reaſon imagine, that this 


would occaſion a Battel, and yet that was a risk they plainly de- 
clin d when the Allies march'd to relieye the Town and attack them. 
Sore Perſons have imputed this falſe ſtep to the raſhneſs of the 
Duke of Burgundy, and others to the ill. Harmony that was be- 


twixt that General and the Dake of Handome; but tis evident that 


let the fault we where it will, this Siege drew on the ſubſequent 
Diſgrace: The Gallick Troops retired from the preceding Town, 


upon their leaving of which they neither took proper Methods 


to fight or ly, But before I deſcribe a Battel, the fatal conſe- 
quence of which has afforded the High Allies an opportunity of 
penetrating into France, and of laying Countries under Contribu- 
tion, which for a long Series of Vears have known no other Taxes 


than thoſe. which they paid towards the Oppreſſion of their Neigh - 


bours. I beg leave to look back a little, and to give a compen- 
dious Aecount of the Marches which the Confederate Generals 
took in order to fight the Enemy, and of ſome others Accidents 
which happened preceding this Engagement, and which give a 
_ clearer light to the whole Narration. : | 
The Duke of Marlborough and Monſieur Overkzrk, having re- 


ceiv'd Advice as I havealready hinted, that the Enemy held In- 


- telligence with the Burghers of Ghent and Bruges, march'd from their 
Camp at Terbaak, and paſs'd the Canal near Bruſſels in four Co- 
: lumns., their Right extending as far as the Moulin de Tombergh, 
and their Left to Anderlecht. From this Camp, to prevent the 
ill Conſequences of the former Treachery, the General ordered 
four Regiments for Dendermonde and from thence they were to have 
proceeded farther, but they came too late. At the ſame time the 
French paſs d the Seine at Hall and Tubiſe, and were paſſing at the 
Mill of Goick till late in the Evening, within a league of the Con- 
federate's Right Wing, whoſe Army having made a very long 
March, it was not judg'd- practicable to attack them that Night. 
Early the next day our Army form'd themſelves in order of Bat- 
tel; but the Enemy fruſtrated our Intentions of Engaging, and 
during the Overture of the Night, had paſs'd their Army over 
the Dender with the utmoſt expedition, taking their Rout through 
the Town of Ninoae, and over ſeveral Bridges, which were made 
near it for that Purpoſe; ſo that the Detachment which was ſent 
to fall upon their Rear Guards, came too late to find any thing 
but their Small Baggage, and the Forces which Guarded it. 
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Ten Squadrons and five Batallions under the Command of Major 
General Thulenburg and Sir Richard Temple, beat this Convoy and 
made themſelves Maſters of a great deal of Baggage. After this 
Enterprize was over, the Allies encamp'd at Aſche, where Prince 
Eugene joyn d the Army, whoſe Preſence materially contributed to 
thoſe Glarious Succeſſes which ſoon after attended ſuch Forces, 
he did the Honour to Command, Here the Army reſted two days, 
and a Council of War was called. The March of the Baggage was 
regulated, and Pioneers ſent before to clear the Ways, and to put 
the Roads in ſuch,a Condition, as might facilitate our Armies 
coming to Action. About this time his Grace the Duke of Marl. 
borough was taken with a Fit of an Intermitting Fever, but that 
Diſeaſe could not retard his Vigour, his Body yielded to his 
Mind, and before many Hours he ſaw himſelf in a Condition to 
pres the Duties of his Poſt, In the mean time the French 

ad inveſted Oxdenarde. In order to cover the Siege of which, 
their Army made a Motion, with an Intent of taking the Camp 
of Leſſines. If they had effected this, that Town muſt have of 
courſe, ſubmitted to Mercy, being abſolutely cut off from re- 
ceiving any Relief from the Confederates. The French were fo 
near this Advantageous ?oſt, that they thought themſelves ſure 
of it; and that or ſome other hidden Cauſe made them negligent 
of improving the preſent Cryſis. But ſoon to their vaſt Surprize 
their Scouts brought them notice, that the Troops of the Allies 
having march'd all Night, had prevented them in their Deſign, and 
were ready to enter into a Camp, which they had mark'd out as 
their own. The proper Meaſures that had been before concerted 
by the Confederate Generals, occaſioned fo extraordinary and 
ſwift a March, the whole Army having meaſur'd fifteen Miles 
from the Day-light to Eleven in the Morning of the ſame Day. 
Thus the French being diſappointed in ſecuring themſelves of 


Leſſines, left the Road to that Place, and advanc'd in the way to 


Gavre to paſs the Scheld there: This March of the Duke of Mari- 
boroughs acquainted the French with his real Intention; and they 
knew him too well to fuſpe& his Advancing portended any thing 
elſe except an Engagement. They therefore abandon d the Siege of 
Audenarde, and took their Courſe towards their Lines. W hat- 
ever infatuated the French Armies to vary thus in their Coun- 
Cils, and to alter their Deſigns ſo often as they did, without 
being ſteddy in any reſolve, I ſhan't pretend to determine ; it 
will be time enough to conſider _ Meaſures which they took 
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in this Battel, after I have given the deſcription on if; but this 
is molt evident, that theſe their uncertain Proceedings gave the 
Confederates time to overtaketheir Armies, before they were in 
a condition to receive them. | | 
Wedneſday the 11th of Faly N. S. was the day appointed by Pro- 
vidence, in which the Troops of France loſt both the Reputation 


of their Courage and Military Judgment: But ſince I am fallen 


upon a Theme of ſo much weight, and which, in all probability, 
will employ the Pens of the ableſt Hiſtorians; I muſt aftirm, 
that there is a vaſt Diverſity in the relation of the future ARi- 


on, both by the Perſons who were actually upon the ſpot, and 


by ſuch who undertook to publiſh a Narrative of the whole Pro- 
ceedings in the Engagement. It mult be allow'd that in Acci- 
dents of this nature it is impoſſible for any Perſon to give an exact 
account of all the material Tranſactions, where ſo many Occur- 
rences perplex the Eye, and diſtract the Judgment of the Specta- 
tor His own Concerns, unleſs in General Officers, where the 
Caſe is different, naturally carries fuch a Perſon not to be extream- 
ly intentive on things diſtin& from his Duty, and the fire of the 
Regiment often hinders an Officer from ſeeing what is acted in a dif- 
ferent Plottoon of the ſame Batallion : To avoid therefore thoſe 
Errors, which by following uncertain and particular Reports, I might 
be drawn into, I have took the ſucceeding Account of this Memora- 
ble Day, purſuant to what has been printed upon this Subject by the 
Authority of the States of Holland and Weſt-Friezland, which Nar- 
ration ſeems more genuine, regular and clear, than any thing 1 
have been acquainted with relating to the ſame Action. 

All things being ready in the Confederate Camp for an Engage- 
ment, and the Officers and Soldiers in general ſhewing an inex- 
preſſible Ardour to give marks of their Reſolution and Bravery, 
Major General Cadogan was detach'd with 8 Squadrons and 16 
Batallions to Audenarde, to make Ways and Bridges there, 
for the Paſlage of the Army over the River that runs near that 
Town. The Army followed after in four Columns, about 8 of 
the Clock in the Morning, and march'd in the ſame manner they 


had encamp'd the Night before, directing their Rout to the Left. 


during the march, Advice was brought, tfat the Enemy's Army 
was yet paſſing at Gavre, and that if they uſed expedition, 
there were yet hopes of an Engagement. This Piece of News 
was ſo agreeable to the Army, that they all march'd, from the 
General Officers to the private Men, with all imaginable Vigour, 

. - reſpectively 
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reſpectively encouraging one another to undergo the Fatigues of the 
way, which would at length afford em an opportunity of ſignalizing 
their Courage. So great was the heat of the Soldiers for Action, 
that ſeveral who were carried on Horſes before the Fight, when 
the Attack began, diſmounted, and tho weak and ill, did very re- 
markable Service.. At 2 of the Clock, the Front of the whole 
Army arrived at the Bridges, over which the fixteen Batallions 
— march'd with Major General Cadogan were then pal- 
ing. | 

Eight Squadrons and part of the former Detachment, with the 
Quarter-maſters and Major General Rant zam at the head of them, 
were poſted behind a Rivulet that runs into the Sche/d : Theſe 
Gentlemen took Notice, that the French Army were partly march 
ing, and partly drawn up in order of Battel. The Troops that 
went forwards took their Road through the Village of Hearne,which 
is ſituated on the Banks of the Scheld, and has a High way that 
runs through it, andwhich extends it ſelf along the River | have 
juſt mentioned. Into this Poſt the French threw ſeven Batallions, 
and the Neighbouring Plains which fronted the ſmail Village, were 
fill'd with the Troops of the Houſhold, who were drawn up ex- 
actly oppoſite to the eight Squadrons under Major General K- 


zam, no Obſtacle but a ſmall Riyulet dividing them: Behird the 


Village, where Moraſſes, Woods and Defiles, fo that an Army 
had no other way conveniently to march but through the 


High Road. This diſpoſition of the French made it uncer- 


tain whether their real Deſign was to hinder the Duke of 24arl- 
borough's paſſing the Scheld, or to gain their own Lines between 
Liſle and J ournay, which they thought they might have done, 
not thinking that ſo conſiderable a Body as that of the Confe . 
derates could march five Leagues in. a cloſe Country abounding 
in Paſſes and Defiles, have their Roads levell'd, paſs a great 
River, and make an Attack upon them in the ſame day. A- 
bout three a Clock in the Afternoon the French Cavalry began 
to diſappear, directing their March towards their own Right. 
This Motion of the Horſe gave Major General Cadogan an oppor- 
tunity of falling upon the ſeven Batallions poſted in the Village of 
Hearn, who now had no other Aid at Hand than what their 
own Valour could befriend them with. Theſe that Officer or- 
dered to be {charged wlth twelve Batallions of the ſixteen under 
his Command, the other four being too far in the Rear: Bri- 
gadier Sabin at the Head of his Brigade began | the tua, 
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and being well ſeconded by the reſt, he utterly defeated them; 
taking three of the ſeven Batallions entire, and making many 
Priſoners of the Officers and private Men that belong'd to the 
other four. | 

Immediately after, General Ramtzaw, at the Head of the eight 
Squadrons, with the Quarter-maſters, forded the Rivulet, and 
enter'd into the Plain, where part of the French Horſe had been 
drawn up between the Villages of Rorz and Mullen, a great ma- 
ny Squadrons of their Rear- Guard being ſtill filing thro* that 
Plain. The eight Squadrons, with the Quarter-maſters, being form'd 
into Order of Battel, charg'd them with great Vigour and drove 
them into the cloſe Grounds and the High way which led into 
the March of their owa Army. Here it was that the Electoral 
Prince of Hannover, who had obtained leave to make the Cam- 
paign in Flanders, and had arrived a few days before, ſignaliz'd 
himſelf, and acted things worthy of his Birth and thoſe Illuſtrious 
Crowns he's deſtin'd to, That Prince charged, with Sword in 
Hand, as a Volunteer, at the Head of his Father's Dragoons, 
commanded by *Liutenant General Bulau : His Horſe was ſhot 
under him, and Collonel Lutkey, who commanded the Squadron 
where he charg'd, fighting like a Man of Honour, was Kill'd in 
his Preſence. Several other Volunteers of a high Rank, diftinguiſh'd 
themſelves upon this Occaſion ; amongſt whom were Lieutenant 
General Schaylemburg, Theſe Gentlemen charged in the Van of 
the Horſe, with equal Spirit and Gallantry, Animating, by their 
Example. the Private Men, till Fortune declared in favour of the 
Allies, The French that were poſted here, after they had behaved 
themſelves like Men of Courage, broke in Confuſion, and Collonel 
la Bertoch, who commanded them, having given eminent Proofs 
of his Valour, was wounded and taken Priſoner, and his whole 
Party defeated, with the loſs of ſeyeralt Officers, 12 Standards 
and 2 Kettle. Drums. 8 

The French Army, which ſeem'd to direct their March for 
Teurnay, obſerving the ſucceſs of the Engagement at the Village 
of Hearn, and being ſenſible that the Confederates would ſoon 
Attack them, having for that purpoſe paſs'd their Troops over the 

Scheld, found themſelves under a neceſſity to make a Stand. Fill'd 
with theſe thoughts, they drew their Forces in Order before the 
Caſtle of Broan, having in their Wont feveral Defiles, guarded 
with Incloſures of Hedges, Ditches, or Thickets, As the Confede- 
rate Troops came forwards, the Duke of Marlborough and Prince 
üs 3 N Eugene 
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Eugene formd the Right Wing, a little diſtance from the Caſtle 
where the French drew up in Battalia: After the Diſcharge of 
a few Field Pieces, the Action came on, and the Fire was moſt 
terrible, every foot of Ground being diſputed with the utmoſt 
Vigour and Obſtinacy, But the Troops of the High Allies being 
encouraged by the Preſence and Example of the Gererals, made 
their way thro all Obſtacles that might hinder or retard their 
Victory, they broke the Enemy every where, and obliged 
them, tho with a great deal of Reluctancy, to quit their Poſts, 
which they had well defended. The Left Wing as yet was lit- 
tle or nothing at all engaged, becauſe of the Defiles and the long 
circuit they were to take, to be able to charge the Enemy; yet the 
Velt-Marſhal a' Auverquerque, who had been in a languiſhing Con- 
dition all the Winter long, was now mounted on Horſe-back, 
and reſolved to force the French to a Battel. The Fatigues of fifty 
Campaigns which he had made, nor his ill State of Health could 
not hinder him from ſhewing this the laſt Proof of his great 
Courage. He gave Orders to Major General Weck to march 
with the Brigades of Waſſenaer and Oudenburg. Theſe Brigades, 
ſupported by the Cavalry undet the Command of Count Tilh, 
took Poſtin a ſmall Plain, where they drew up in Order of Battel. 
The French retir'd and immediately ſhelter'd themſelves under the 
Coverture of the Hedges between Broan and Lede towards the 
main Body of their Army, where the Fire was very hot. Hi- 
ther came the Prince of Naſſau, with Count Oxenſtern and four 
Brigades of Infantry, which charg'd the Enemy in Flank ; and ſo 
about 6 a Clock in the Evening, the Right, Left and Main Bodies 
were all engag'd. The Enemy gave Ground every where, and in 
their Retreat met ſome Batallions of curs, whoſe Ardor of en- 
gaging had carried them too far from our other Troops. 

At laſt the Enemies finding themſelves charg'd both in Front 
and Flank, and being unable to withſtand any longer the Efforts 
of our Foot, who fought not only with Bravery but Emulation, 
the King's Houſhold, which had ſuffered very much, retired in 
the utmoſt diſorder, leaving many Priſoners behind them, whom 
their Wounds or the Crowd, would not pay to retreat as fall 
as their Companions. The Dragoons favour d their Retreat, 
and received on Horſe-back ſeveral diſcharges of our Foot, io 
that they affirm'd with a great deal of juſtice, they ſacrific'd them- 
ſelves to fave the Troops of the Houſhold : They would after- 


wards haye made their eſcape, but were intercepted by the 
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- Eonfederate Cavalry, and ſo were cut to pieces in endea- 
vouring to fave them; ſo that out of four Regiments which 


were engag'd in this part of the Action, one half of their 
number were all Slain, and whilſt the reſt. were conſidering 
what Methods were proper for their Safety, ſome Adjutants 
belonging to the High Allies commanded to that purpoſe, 
offer d them Quarter, if they would ſurrender Priſoners of 
War, which terms they had diſcretion to accept of. Several o- 
ther Regiments followed their Example, and ſecured themſelves 
by accepting the like Terms. The Night, which gives Reſt to all 
Men, put an end to the Slaughter, and ſavd the remainder of the 
French Troops; and if the Day had continued but for 2 or 3 


Hours longer, the Dukes of Burgundy and Berry muſt have given a 
much more diſmal Account of the Campaign to the Monarch their 


Grandfather. They were ſo ſincere as to acknowledge, which is 
much contrary to the Cuſtom of the French, that ſeveral of their beſt 
Regiments were render'd unſerviceable,that two very fine Batallions 
of Swiſs, viz. Phiſſer and Villars, underwent the ſame Fate, and 
that the Regiment of the Chevalier de Rohan and the Queen's, 
were entirely deſtroy'd, and that of Burgundy reduc'd to the ſame 
Condition. 2 | 

Thus ended the Battel of Audeuarde, which was concerted, 


began and proſecuted by the Confederate Generals, with all the 
Judgment, 'Vigour and conſummate Prudence imaginable, and tis 


hard to determine what praiſe is due both to our Officers and 
Soldiers in general upon this Account. Tis ſurprizing, that the 


Soldiers ſhould march to Battel with ſuch an unheard of Fervor; 
and *tis as wonderful, that the French ſhould take no other Me- 
- thods than ſuch which certainly led them to their own Deſtruction. 


When the Allies were paſling the Scheld juſt in the Face of the 
French, their Conſternation was ſuch, they never ſo much as of- 
fer'd to diſpute our Paſſage, which they might eaſily have done 
forthwith with much more reaſon than they pretended to defend 
ſome Defiles and Paſſes afterwards. If their intention was to fly, 
what could be-their Motives not to fall upon the Confederates 
with a ſuperior number of Horſe, whilſt the Foot made their 
eſcape? Such an Attempt would have protracted Time at leaſt, 


and drawn ont the Day, the concluſion of which muſt have gi- 


ven them Safety and Protection. If their Deſign was to fight, 
why did not they make uſe of all their Forces? What could in- 


Juce them to ſend away their Infantry, when they would have 


been 
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been of ſo much uſe in defending of the Paſſes and Defiles ? 
But theſe uncertain Methods plainly prove, that there was no 
good Harmony between the Generals, and aſſert the Truth of 
thoſe common Reports concerning their Diſſentions, which were 
rumour'd about by Deſerters, 

The Great Montecuculi, General of the German Troops, up- 
on engaging with the Ottoman, acted after the manner of the 
French in this Combate, and permitted the Muſſel-men, ſuperiour 
to him in number, to paſs a River in fight of his Army without 
making any oppoſition, till the greateſt part of them were quite 
over: But then he charged them with a ſacceſs much different 
from what the French found at Audenarde, and perfectly broke 
the Enemy and drove them back again into the River, whoſe 
Stream he choak'd np with thoſe Enemies to the Chriſtian Faith; 
but the Motives that this Gentleman and the Duke of Burgundy 
acted by, were very different. The reaſon which induc'd that Ex. 
perienc'd Officer to permit the Turbiſi Army to come ſo near, 
was in order to make ſure of them, and to give them ſuch a Blow 
they might not ſoon recover; his Notion and Aſſurance were 
grounded upon a very good Foundation. The Germans were all 
Veterans, nurſed up in Blood and Victory; nor were their 
Numbers deſpicable : Tis true, the Grand Signior's Army had 
more Men, but Montecuculi's had more Soldiers, The Turkiſh 
Troops conſiſted of a Raw Undiſciplin'd Multitude, compoſed 
of Aſiatick, Slaves and Barbarous Tartars, who neither knew the 
Diſcipline of War, nor could be taught it. All that the Infidels 
could well depend on, was their Jauixaries and Spabi's, which 
did not amount to above Twenty thouſand Men, and who were far 
exceeded by his well Exerciſed Army, As the Grounds that Offi- 
cer proceeded on were very different from thoſe the French made 
uſe of, ſo the Event was as different, and Monſteur Montecuculi 
purchaſed the Reputation of a wiſe Man by his Conduct, as the 
Duke of Brgandy did that of an unthinking, ungovernable Ge- 
neral. 

To affirm what number of Men the French loſt in this Battel, 
would be too preſumptiovs z and indeed tis hardly poſlible to im 
gine, that an Enemy will calculate exactly in fuch Matters. Se- 
veral reaſons oblig'd the Vanquiſht Party to conceal the loſs they 
ſiſtain'd*; but in an Actions of this nature 'tis much more dit- 
ficult to form a reaſonable Conjecture, The Spot where the Blow 
was {truck was full of Defiles and Paſſes, and gave the Friends 

s 01 


The Hiſtory of the Campaign 


ol the Wounded an opportunity of carrying them off; the Night 


came on, and was another Friend to obſcure the Misfortunes of 
the French; nor could the dead Bodies of the Slain be any Rule 
to depend on, for they being generally ſtript, and often falling 
ircegularly, tis hard to know to which Party they belong. All 
that I may ſafely venture to affirm concerning this Matter, 
muſt be gathered from ſuch who knew the Fact, and was able 
to give an account of it, I have therefore here inſerted 
the Extract of a Letter writ by a French Officer, the Author of 
which ſeeming Impartial by the Paſſion he was in, and by the 
Offence he took at the Conduct of the Enemy's General, gives 
an air of ſincerity to the Piece, and renders it to a Man of Senſe 
Authentick. 

© F Can only ſend you an unwelcome Relation of the Particu- 
; I lars of the Battel which happen'd yeſterday about two in 
© the Afternoon near Audenarde. *Twill prove a great Blow 
© to France; for without exaggerating the Matter, we had a- 
above 10000 Men killed, wounded or taken, The Action was 
« yery ill managed on our fide; for inſtead of attacking the E- 
© ney when they began to paſs the Scheld near Audenarde at 11 
© in the Morning, we let them come over the River quietly, 
© which they would not have adventur d to do, had we in any 
© tollerable manner offer d to diſpute their Paſſage y but ſeeing us 
* ſtand ſtill, they were encourag'd to proſecute their firſt Deſign, 
© and beguntopaſsover two Bridges which they had laid. As faſt 
© as their Horſe and Foot came over, they rang'd themſelves in 
© Order of Battel againſt us; and while our Generals were in 
© Suſpenſe what Reſolution to take, whether to venture an En- 


gagement or not, the Enemy's Army continued coming over 


© the River, and ſoon poſleſs'd themſelves of ſome Villages and 
Hedges; ſo that at laſt our Generals were compell'd to endea- 
* your to. diſlodge. them. Accordingly our Infantry advanc'd, 
© and the Ground was diſputed two or three Hours, with a ter- 


© rible Fire and great Obſtinacy on both fldes; but our Foot be- 


© ingtir'd with charging the Enemy five or ſix times, and being 

© diſhe:rten'd to ſee themſelyes not ſupported by our Horſe (who 

could not act becauſe the Ground was full of Encloſures) and 

« preſfs'd hard by the Enemy, were at length forc'd to retire and 
quit the Ground to them. We Dragoons were oblig'd to en- 

dure the continual Fire of the Enemy's Foot and Cannon, with- 
| | out 
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c eut daring to ſtir, becauſe we were dnthe Right of the King's | 


'< Houſhold, who ſuffer'd as much as we, Towards the Evening 
© we were fallen upon by a great number of the Enemies Horſe, 
© to hinder us from ſuccouring the reſt, who were put to the 


_ © Rout; aud of ſeven Regiments of Dragoons, we loſt above 


© half, At laſt we ſaw no other expedient left, than to force our 
© way through the Enemy; but firſt we ſent to ſee whether we 
© could be aſſiſted in that Deſign by any of our Forces: In the 
© mean time, Night came on apace, and we were informed that 
© the King's Houſhold (whoſe Retreat was cover'd in ſome meaſure 
© by us) were at too great a diſtance. I hings ſtanding thus, our 
© Reſolution to bregk through the Enemy funk; and fome of the 
Enemies Adjutants ſummoning us to yield our ſelves Priſoners 
© of War, we ſubmitted to it, ſeeing no other way to ſave our 
our Lives. At leaſt forty of our Regiments are reduc'd to a 
© wretched Condition, the greateſt part of them being kill'd or 
taken; ſo that it will be long before they can be re-eſtabliſhd. 
Of four Regiments of the King's Houſhold, at leaſt half, arc 
taken Priſoners, and among them are ſeveral Perſons of Note. 
The Chevalier de Longville and fifteen other Officers were 
mortally wounded, and two of them are dead ſince the Bat 
tle, The Regiments of Pffer and Yillars are quite ruin'd, 
and almoſt ali their Officers are taken, with all their Bag- 
gage, Oc. 
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The Loſs of the French in this Battel, as I ſaid before, is 


pretty well computed by the Perſon who writ the former Letter 


But that Gentleman not being Particular, I have thought fit to 
add, that upon a fair Computation, it appears that 750 of theic 
Officers were made Priſoners, vit. a Leutenant General, 4 Major 
Generals, 3 Brigadeers, 14 Collonels, 6 Lieutenant Collonels, 
9 Majors, 206 Captains, 147 Lieutenants, 96 Cornets, 186 
Gens d'arms and 47 Quarter Maſters. The Chief amongſt theſe 
were the Chevalier de Rohan, the Duke de St. Agzan, the Duke 
of Charoſt, the Marquis de Byron, and the Marquis de Ruffey. Thoſe 
of the moſt conſiderable Rank that were kill d, were the Sieur 
de Bertoch, and the Marquis de Ximenes, Collonel of the Royal 
Regiment of Rouſſillon. | | 
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The Hiſfory of the Campaign 
The Allies loſt a Major General, the Collonels Aderca 


and Bolſen, Lieutenant Collonel Hop, and 42 other Officers, 


and near 1000 Private Men, The Brigadiers Baudeker and 
Berner, 4 Collonels, and 160 other Officers, and near 2000 
Men were wounded. Of the Exgliſu Officers, Sir John Mat- 
thews and Captain Dean of the Guards, were reckon'd amongft 
the Slain, Major General Meredith received a Shot on the 
Cheek, and Collonel Groves and Collonel Penyfeather were dan- 
gerouſly wounded : But as the Allies had no ſuch reaſon to 
conceal their Loſſes, as the French, ſo they wav'd all Diſguiſes, 
and publickly ſet forth a Liſt of thoſe that fell in their Service in 
this Action, I have therefore thought fit to inſert it, by which 
the number of the Dead and Wounded do moſt exactly ap- 
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The Hiſtory of the Campaign 

'Tis true, that if we conſider the numbers of Men that fell 
at the Battel of of Blenbeim, this Victory will appear very poor 
and diminitive in compariſon of that; but if again on the other 
Hand, we conſider the vaſt Advantages that have and may fol- 
low it, and to what miſerable Circumſtances the French muſt of 
courſe be reduc'd by this ſurprizing Blow, which has ren- 
der'd their Caſe deſpicable to all Europe, when we reflect juſtly 
on theſe things, ſmpartial Perſons muſt own, that the weight of 
this Stroak has done his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty more miſchief, 
than the Slaughter of his Armies at Hochſtet, as Experience al- 
ready in great part has verify'd : But whatever Notions ſome par- 
ticular Perſons may entertain of this Battle and the Conſequences 
of it; yet the Ergliſ» in general were extreamly pleaſed with 
the Succels thereof. 

The Princes of the Blood and the Duke of Vandome with their 
ſhatter'd Troops, retir'd in the utmoſt Confuſion towards Ghent. 
The Princes, with the Chevalier de St George, arrived there by 5 
in the Morning, the Day after this memorable Battel. They 
leſt the Duke of Vandome to bring up the Rear; who being o- 
bliged to ſtay behind to perform the Functions of his Duty, did 
not arrive there till 5 or 6 Hours after. Immediately he com- 
manded the Troops to march through Ghent, without making 
any halt, to Levendegem, on the Canal not far from that City. 
The Retreat of the Foot was very irregular, and rather lookd 
like a flight; as for the Horfe, having had but little ſhare in the 
Action, they retired in better order; and having left their Can. 
non and light Baggage at Gavre, the Day on which the Fight 
£ommerc'd, they had the good fortune to ſave it, and planted 


it on the Intrenchments which they caſt up for their Security 


on the Banks of the Canal, and there ſtaid, as it were, to re- 
cover themſelves out of the Fright and Terrors they had ſo late- 
Iy been in. The Night after the Battel the Confederate Army 
lept upon their Arms, and early next Morning Leutenant Gene- 


ral Bulau was detach'd in purſuit of che Enemy: He overtook 


zheir Rear-Guard, and charging them too hotly, was fired upon 
by a Party of Grenadiers, who had thrown themſelves into ſome 
Hedges and Ditches, expecting ſuch an opportunity of doing 
an inconliderable excecution. 

The Confederate Troops being return'd to their Camp, which 
was the Field of Bartel, they reſted the 12th and 13th of July, 


#2344 the Duke of AMariborwgh, Prince Eugene, the Velt Marſhal 


6 Aus 


in Flanders, in the Year 1708. 


d' Auverquerque, and the Deputies of the States General, debated 
in a Council of War, what was neceſſary to be done for the 
proſecution of the good Succeſs wherewith God had bcen pleaſed 
to favour the Army of the Allies. The Reſult of theic Meeting 
was, That the Army under the Duke of Marlborough ſhonld im- 
mediately march towards Mienin, pals the Lys, level the Lines 
between Marneton and Ipres, and hinder any Detachment from 
getting into the laſt of theſe Places. Prince Eugene was to march 
at the ſame time towards Bruſſels, in order to aſſemble the Ar- 
- my which he was to Command, to obſerve the Duke of Ber- 
wick, who had alſo drawn together a conſiderable Body made up 
of Detachments from the Rhine and other Places, and to hin- 
der the French from retiring into Brabant by the ſame way. they 
came. According to theſe Reſolutions, Count Lottum, Gene- 
ral of the Pruſſians, march'd the 1 3th at Night, with 30 Batal- 
lions and 40 Squadrons, the next Day advanced towards the 


French Lines, and took ſeveral ſmall Places. The ſame Day, 


being the 15th, the Army took their Rout towards Zenrz:, 
paſſed the Lys near that Place, and encampt within a ſmall 
diſtance from the Town, Whilſt a Detachment from our Army 
demoliſlyd the French Lines between Jpres and the De, another 
was ſent to raiſe Contributions as far as Arras; the Deputies 
of which not being able to agree concerning the ſame, r turn'd 
back again, Upon this our Generals had recourſe to Military 
Executions 3 and a Party of the Allies burnt two Suburbs be- 
longing to that Town, and would have obliged the Town of 
Lens to have vndergone the ſame Fate, but that the Inhabitants 
had ſo much Prudence as to give Hoſtages for the Sums of Money 
which were demanded of them. 

Whilſt theſe Affairs were. tranſacting, and our Troops ex- 
pected their heavy Cannon, in order to undertake à Siege, the 
French continu'd in their Poſts upon the Canal of Bruges,v ithont gi- 
ving our Army any diſturbance. Here they heal d their late 
Wounds, as well as the Time would permit them, and cndea- 
vour d to put their Army in a condition of looking the Confe- 
derates once more in the Face. The only Method they pitch'd 
upon as moſt proper to undertake, was to harras the Duzcls 
Flznders with ſmall Parties, This they did, and whilſt our Army 
raiſed vaſt Contributions in Piccardy and elſe. where, the French 
Punder'd a few Boors under the Government of the States. Their 


ner 


" "AMY 


22 


* 4.9 28 / % 
a 


The Hiſtory of the Campaign | 
next Attempts was againſt the Forts ofthe Red- Houſe and Plaſſendael, 


which they made themſelves Maſters of, Sword in Hand, Theſe Places 


are ſituated between Ghent and Saz van Ghent, and open'd them 
way tor further Conqueſts. But whilſt the French pretended to 
amuſe the Confederates by threatning to ravage all the Dutch 
Flanders, ſeveral Detachments of the Allies plunder'd the Coun- 
tries of Piccardy and Artois, Count Tilly, the Lieutenants Ge- 
neral Orkney, Rantzaw and Hompeſch, the Majors General 


 #Febv, Rantzaw, and Count Erbeck, with 50 Squadrons, 12 Ba- 


tallions and r600 Grenadiers, advanc'd into Piccardy to lay the 


lame under Contribution, er to put that Province under Mili- 


tary Execution. This Detachment about the 26th of July, fell 
in with 800 Horſe near Za Baſſze aud Lens, a part of the Caval- 
ry belonging to the Duke of Berwick's Army, of which a conſi- 


derable number were kill'd, ind a Collonel, a Major, a Captain, 


and 200 Troopers were taken Priſoners, Our Troops purſued 
the Enemy to the Gates of Lens, wherein the Enemy had poſted 
1400 Foot, which abandon'd the Place upon the approach of our 
Infantry, After this Action, the ſame Generals raiſed conſide- 
rable Sums in the Province of Piccardy, burnt the Suburbs of 
Dourlens, and return'd with Hoſtages for the Contributions they 
had agreed on to be paid to the Allies, without any loſs at 


But tho the raiſing Contributions very much weakned the E- 


nemies, and had a good Tendency in order to our reducing the 


Power of France; yet the Confederate Generals had a mrch deep- 


er Deſign, and of infinite more importance than the ruine 


2 or 3 FrenchProvinces. They had with all imaginable Precau- 


tion found means to provide themſelves with a vaſt Train of 


Artillery, which by this time was arrived in the Camp thro 
many difficulties and hazards, which the Vigilance and Con- 
duct of the Prince of Heſſe, who commanded the Parties that 
Convoy'd it. had (ſurmounted : Nor had the Allies been want- 
ing in the ſtoring up of Magazines at erin ſufficient for 


a Siege of Importance; Horſes, Waggons and other Convenien- 


cies for a like Undertaking, were in a readineſs. The Army 


under Prince Eugene of Savoy had joyned the Confederates, and 
nothing now remain'd for our Generals to do, but to put their 


Defigns in execution. The French, who foreſaw the Storra, were 


not idle, and rightly conjecturing that Lille was the Place _ 


N 


in Flanders, ir the Year 1508; 


the Confederates intended to bend their Force againſt, had 
made ſuitable Proviſions to the ęreatneſs of the danger, they ap- 
prehended, Hither Monſieur Chamillard and the Marſhal Bouffers, 
who was Governor of the Town, repaired ſome time before it 
was Inveſted; the one come to Command the Beſieged, and the 


other to chear up the Othcers and Soldiers, with Promiſes of 


Preferment to ſuch who ſhould as ſhould {ignalize themſelves by 
their Fidelity, Patience and Courage, in an Affair of ſo great 
Moment. But the Money that he brought with him was a ſtron- 
ger Argument than any other he could offer. With this he Ani- 
mated the Garriſon, and put them iato a Reſolution of defend- 
ing the Place to the laſt Extremity ; Nor was theſe Precautions 
more than neceſſary : for by this time the Confederate Troop3 
were marching to attack the Place, which was actually inveſted 


the 13th of — N. S. in the follow ing manner. The Artillery be- Lille . 


ing arrived at Pottes, and all things concerted for the Siege of Lille, 
the Prince of —_ was detach'd with 31 Batallions to take Poſt 
at Marquet upon the Deule, within half a League of Lille, and 
N General Wood with 34 Squadrons, march'd to Potte- 
Chem. N 

The Grand Army march'd from their Camp at Werwick to 
Helchin, and the ſame day Prince Eugene having paſs'd the Mare at 
Pont Treſſin, inveſted the Town between that Place and the Upper 
Deule, whilſt the Prince of Orange did the ſame with his Detach- 
ment between the Upper and Lower Deule, by which means the 
Enemy were ſnut up and could put no further Reinforcements in- 
to the Place. My Lord Duke took upon him to cover the Siege, 
and thereupon pitch'd his Camp at Helchin, where he hai a Con: 
veniency from time to time to reinforce the Troops employed 
in the Siege, or to march to fight the Enemy, as occaſion ſhould 
require; but Fortune is ſeldom conſtant to one Party. Much a- 
bout this time the French received Advice, That the Town of 
Tortoza in Spain had ſubmitted to the Arms of the Duke of Anon. 
Hereupon great Rejoycings were made in the French Camp, and 
the Burghers of Ghent would needs ſhew their Loyalty to their 
preſent Lords upon that Occaſion, The Dukes of Fugunα 
and Berry, with the Chevalier de S. George, arrived at that Place 
about Nine in the Morning from Lovendeghem, where theis Army 
lay in Camp, and were attended at the Gates by the Magiſtrates 
in their Formalities, and about 1co Men with Torches of — 
c VV aX 
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1he Hiſtory of the Campaign 
Wax 1a their Hands lighted. The Magiſtrates preſented them 
with a Royal Canopy, and the Keys of the Town in a Silver Ba- 
on. The Duke of Burgundy declined to make uſe of the for- 
mer, but having taken the Keys, returned them to the Magi- 
ſtrates, by whom theſe Princes were conducted to the Cathedral 
Church of the City ; the Bells, call'd the Bells of Triumph, ring- 
ing all this while; the Streets through which they paſs d, were 
finely hung with Arras and Tapeſtry, and the Burghers in their 
Arms were drawn up on both ſides the Streets, and the Gar. 
riſon of the Town in the Great Place. The Biſhop with his 
Chapter received the young Princes with all imaginable Reſpect, 
and having conducted them to their Places, that Prelate offici- 
ated in the Maſs that was Sung upon this occaſion, Afterwards 
Te Deum was Sung in the uſual manner, and the Princes were 
brought to the Town-Houſe, where there was a noble Enter - 
tainment prepared for them, and Bonfires and other Illuminati- 
ons concluded the Day. I have been prolix in this Deſcription, 


to ſatisfie the World, that the French Generals were not alto- 


gether idle whilſt the Confederates were concerting proper Me- 
thods to raiſe Magazines, to obtain the neceſſary Proviſions to 
Jay Seiges to Towns, and to harraſs their Enemies Country, 
with all the dreadful Calamities of War, 

Much about this time, a Detachment from the French Army 
at Lovendegem, under the Command of the Chevalier de Roſen, 
made an Irruption into the Dutch Flanders, but they perform'd 
little more than the other part of the Army commanded by the 
Duke of Burgundy, they fell in upen the Darch Lines of Birvliet, 
which they took, having no manner of Guard to defend them. 
Lieutenant General Fagel and Major General Murray retiring 
before them for want of a ſufficient Force to make a ſtand, their 
Troops not amounting to more than 3 Battalions and a Regi 
ment of Dragoons. Ihe French advanc'd, and fell into the Iſhand 
of Caſandt, where they plundered and burnt about 105 Houſes 
belonging to the Country Farmers and Boors, and beſides, ob- 
liged the Inhabitants of the Iſland to pay Contributions. Thus 
they finiſh'd their Expedition without doing any thing farther 
material, and retired back again to joyn their main Body, which 
dy this time was awak d out of their Lethargy by the Confede- 
« Zate's. Cannon at the Siege of Lille. | 
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In Flanders, in the Year 1708. 


The Confederates having prepar'd all things neceſſary for the | | 
Siege of Lille, the Generals were Named who were to Com- . 
mand the ſame, and are as follows. 15 


Prince Eugene of Savoy, Velt-Marſhal of the Empire, 
| And under him, 


For the Vuperialiſts, Count Slick. The Prince of Wirtemberg. 
For Holland, the Hereditary Prince. Count Naſlau Weilburgh, 
For the Heſſians, General Spiegel. Prince of Orange. - 


Licutenants General, il 


Count of Fells. Petendorf, f U 
Falkenſtein. | Sparr. | | {0 
Efferen. Pr. of Holſtein Beck. by 
Wood. ; Willekin. : | 
Harro. | | 

a { 


Majors General, 


Leiſins.  . Terkin Bao. 4 
Count Bethlem. Volkerſhoven. 8 
Count Wittenſtein. Zobel. | 
De Vennes. ' Coillard. 

Prince D Auvergne. Zoutland. 5 

Welillentellt. Sacken. | | 
\ = 

Brigadeers, and Majors of Brigades, ' 

1 the Son. Waſſenaer. Mymer. 7 5 

Poleren, Keppel. Stapel. | ö 

Kellim. Boiſſet. D' urch. 

Hagedorn. Temple. Witney. 

Kalleſtein. Du Trouzel. Sitto. 


* 
* 


The Directors of the Trenches, 


Meſſieurs du Rocque, de Mey, Longerheim, Hortel, and . . 
Cochorn, the Son of the — General Cochorn. 
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The Hiſtory of the Campaign. 

Tie Siege was to be carricd on with 50 Batallions, viz, with 
6.0f Inperialiſit, g of Palatin es, 5 of Heſſe, and zo from the 
Grand Army; and leaſt any ſalſe ſtep ſhould be made, or wrong 
Meaſures taken, Prince Eugene of Savoy order'd a Memorial to 
be made of ſuch Orders as were to be obſerved by the Gene- 
rals and Officers commanding under him during the Siege, which 
being an Original and tranſmitted to us: by a very good Hand, is 
here preſented to the Reader. 


A Memorial concerning the Attacks intended to be made 
upon Lille, Auguſt 2oth, 1708: 
L HAT ten Batallions entire ſhould mount the Trenches 


at a time, without making any Detachment ; that 
out of each of the other 40 Batallions remaining, ſhail be de- 


tachd 100 Men, the whole number amounting to 4000, ſhall 


be employed to carry on the Works, as there ſhall be cc- 
caſion. | 


II. That the Inperialiſts, Palatines and Heſſians ſhall mount the 
Trenches two Nights ſucceſſively, and that a Lieutenant Gene- 
ral and 2 Majors General ſhall Guard the fame with 10 Batalli- 
ons, and 4000 Men fhall be employed in the Works. 


III. The Trenches ſhall be reliev'd at 4 of the Clock in the 
Afternoon; to the end, that the relieving Officer, during the 
day time, may be at leaſure to viſit the Works, which are made, 
and to confider of ſuch that are to be made in the Night. 


IV. That 30 Batallions detach'd from the Grand Army ſhall 
be three following Nights together in the Trenches, with this. 
difference, that wien this ſhall happen, there be one Lieutenant 
General, one Major General and two Brigadeers in the Trenches, 
with the ſame number of Batallions and Workmen, as if the 
Imperial;ts and other Troops of the Allies had mounted the 
Ame. 


v. The Attacks in extraordinary Caſes ſliall be made by the re- 
VI. That 


nadiers and Detachments from the Army: 


in Flanders, in the Year 1708, 


VI. If neceſſity requires that ſome Batallions are to placed 
at the foot of the Trenches, they ſhall be ſuch Batallions which 
have been 24 Hours out of the Trenches. 


VII. According to the Terrain, there ſhall be poſted ſome 
Horſes behind the Eſpaulements at the bottom of the Trenches 


of Reſerve, either on the Right Hand, or on the Left, or on 
both, according as the Generals ſhall think convenient for the 


Service. 


VIII. The Major of the Trenches ſhall be charged with the 
Care of the Trenches, and ſhall take heed that the Genera! who 
enters into the Trenches may find every thing ready to puſh on 
the Works, as they ſhall be drawn by the Directors. 


IX, The DireQors of the Approaches are to make a Memori- 
al every, Morning of what they ſhall want at Night, whereof the 
Major of the Trenches is to be acquainted in due time, and eſpe- 
cially before the Frenches be relieved, in order to have time to 


fix eyery thing in a readineſs. 


X, The Faſcines and Gabions ſhall be brought to the foot of the 
Trenches for the Commiſſary of the Faſcines, to whom there 
ſhall be allow'd a hundred Carts at leaſt, to enable him to pro- 
vide the neceſſary Faſcines, Gabions, &c. 


XI. The Faſcines ſhall be brought by the Workmen as far as 
the head of the Trenches. 


XI. The Colonel and Officers of the Artillery ſhall be charged 


to make the Batteries according to the Orders of the Directors 


of the Approaches, either to deſtroy the Defences or to make 
Breaches. 3 


XIII. The Miners, before they be fixd to the Works, ſhall be 
made uſe of in the Sap. | 


_ XIV. The Workmen ſhall be commanded by two Lieutenant 

Collonels and two Majors, and for every 150 Men, one Captain, 

one Lieutenant, one Enſign wm four Sergeants. 
L 2 


XV. The 


The Hiſtory of the Campaign 


XV. The Major General which is to relieve the Trenches, 
ſhall go in the Morning with the Majors of the Regiments into 
the Trenches, to examine the ſituation thereof, and to inform 
- themſelves of the Batallions, which they are to relieve, and to 
make inſpection into every thing. 


XVI. The Officers are imediately to peform whatever the 

Directors of the Trenches ſhall require, If it be to make an At- 

tack-in haſte, they ſhall give notice to the General of the 

Trenches afterwards; but if it be an Affair which is not in haſte, 

| —" and Directors ſhall give notice to the General before 
and, 


The Confederates having prepar'd every thing ready for the 
Siege of Lille, opened the Trenches againſt that Town the 224 
of Auguſt, N. S. between 7 and 8 in the Evening, they broke 
Ground on the Right and the Left of the Lower Deule, under 
the Direction of Monſieur de Rocque and Monſieur du Mey, 
chief Ingineers, Four thouſand Workmen were commanded for this 
Service,cover'd dy 10 Batallions of the Imperial, Palatine and Heſſian 
Troops, commanded by Lieutenant General Wi/k and Major Gen. 
Yalkerſhoven. Ten Batallions and 600 Horſe were ready to ſuſtain 
them, but there was no occaſion, for the Trenches were opened 
with ſo good Succeſs, that the Allies had above two Hours time 
to cover themſelves, before the Enemy perceived they had 
been at Work. They then made a very great fire from the 
Town, but with ſo little Succeſs, that the Allies loft only three 
Men upon that Occaſion. The 23d, Lieutenant General Petenſ- 
dorf, in the Service of the Elector Palatine, reliey'd Lieutenant 
General :lks, with the Majors General Lede and Zobel and four 
Imperial and fix Heſſian Batallions, with 1000 Workmen, and 
then the Works were carried on with a great deal of Succeſs. 
A Battery of three Pieces of Cannon was erected on a riſin 
Ground near a Mill, to diſlodge the Enemy from the Chappe 
of St. Magdalen, which they had Fortify'd. They prepar'd alſo 
a Battery of 50 Pieces of Cannon, where we had fix Men killed 
and ten wonnded ; but Lieutenant General Berrenſdorf going 
from one of the Attacks to the other, and miſſing the right way, 
had the misfortune to be taken Priſoner, and carried into the 
Town. The Night between the 24th and 25th of the — 

| M 


in Flanders, in the Year iyog. 


Month, the Diſpoſition of the Attacks were ſomewhat alter d, 


and Lieutenant General Sparr with Major General Collier, and 
the Brigadeers Waſſenacy and Keppel, relieved the Trenches with 
the Batallions of Godfrey and Ingoſdoaby, 2 Pruſſians, the Dani/h 
Guards, and the Batallions of Orange, Bellen, Swartz and May. 
The 25th at _— 300 Grenadiers were commanded to attack 
the Chappel of St. Magdalen, wherein the Enemy had 120 
Grenadiers commanded by 2 Captains and ſome Subaltern Officers, 
who having loſt 16 of their Men and 1 of their Captains, ſur- 
render'd. We had in that Action about 25 or 30 Men killed 
and wounded, and amongſt them ſome Officers; and Monſieur 
du Mey, Director of one of the Attacks, received a ſmall Con- 
tuſion. We carried on a Line to that Chappel, and work'd on 
a new Battery near the Lower Deule. The 26th, the Trenches 
were relieved by the Prince of Holſtein Beck Lieutenant General, 
Major General Zoutland, and the Brigadeers Boiſſet and Temple, 
with the Batallions of Lalo, Boiſſet, Varenne, Melville, Dutch 
Guards, Orange, Idſinga, Prince Maximilian of Heſſe, and Me- 
trach, which ef the Communication to the Chappel afore- 
ſaid, and drew a Parallel af 200 Paces. The Enemy obſerving 
that this Line was near their Works, ſet a Wind - mill on fire, 
that they had fill'd with Straw, which giving an extraordinary 
light, we were obliged for 2 or 3 Hours to diſcontinue our 
Works in the Trenches, becauſe our Men would have been too 
much expoſed. They made a terrible fire all the Night long, 
yet we had but 11 Men kill'd. a 

We planted all our Cannon except 17 Pieces, on the three Bat- 
teries we had erected between the Gates of Magdeleine and St 
Maurice. The Night between the 26:þ and 27th, Lieutenant Ge- 
neral Spaar relieved the Trenches with the Batallions of Primroſe, 
Wirtemberg, Oels, Anhalt, Anhalt Zerbſt, Stal Meyſter, Delſupeche, 
May, Metral, Smith, Hebron, and Rechteren; but juſt before the 
relieving thereof the Enemy made a Salley with almoſt all their 
Grenadiers, and 2 Squadrons of Dragoons, and ſtorm d with ſo 
much vigour the Chappel we had taken from them, that they re- 
took that poſt A Lieutenant of the Dutch Guards, with 100 en 
who defended the fame, made a ſtout reſiſtance, but having loſt 


half their number, and the commanding Officer being ſhot thro*. 


the Body with a Musket Ball, they were obliged to retire. The 
Prince of Naſſau, who was at that time in the Trenches, com- 


manded immediately two Batallions to adyance for the retaking 
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that Poſt, but the Troops who had poſſeſsd themſelves thereof im- 


- mediately retired, without pretending to make any defence, ha- 
ving kept the ſame no longer than a quarter of an hour, and did 
us no other damage than the filling up ſome of our Works near 
the Chappel, which were repaired again the ſame day. This Morn- 


ing about 7 a Clock we begun to ſalute the Town with 50 Pieces 


. of Cannon, 20 Mortars and 6 Hauwitzers, with fo good Succeſs 
that we beat down one of the Batteries of the Enemy. Prince 
Eugene fit d the firſt Piece of Cannon on the Right, and the Prince 
ol Naſſau did the like on the Left, Nothing material happen d the 
27th and 28h paſt; in the Evening of that day the Trenches were 


relieved by the Imperial Generals with the uſual number of Batal - 
lions. The 29th, about 3 in the Morning our Troops ſtorm'd a 
fortify'd Mill on the Right near the Gate of St Andrew, with 300 
Grenadiers, beat the Enemy from that Poſt, and took 12 or 15 Pri- 
ſoners and 40 Grenadiers that were therein, who were either 
kilkd or wounded. The Enemy made then ſo terrible a Fire from 


the Ramparts, th. t our Men were obliged to quit that Poſt, of 
. which the Enemy retook poſſeſſion, with 2 Batallions that Sally'd 


out of the Cover'd Way. Our Troops in the Trenches ſeeing 
ſo great a number of Men come out of their Works, imagin'd they 


. deſign'd to undertake ſomething extraordinary, and march'd 
out of the Trenches to attack them, but there happen'd no Acti- 


on. The 29th in the Night, the Prince of Ho/#ein-beck reliev'd 
the Trenches, and 2400 Workmen were employed all the Night 
to carry on our Approaches, and were relieved the next Morn- 


-ing by 1700 others. The ſame Night 300 Grenadiers were com- 


manded to retake the Mill before the Gate of St. Andrew, but 
the Enemy ſt it on fire, and then abandon'd the Poſt; where- 
upon wedrew a Parallel of 400 Paces, which is to have a Com- 
munication with the Left by means of the Bridge, which is to 
be laid on the River betwixt the 2 Attacks. We alſo erected a 
Battery of 4 Pieces of Cannon, to break down the Defences of 
the Horawork, at the Attack of the Right, and to favour our 
intended Lodgment on the Counterſcarp, We carried on our 


Trenches on the Left within 60 Paces of the Saillant Angle of a- 
. nother Counterſcarp of the Hornwork. The Night between the 
-zoth and z 1ſt, Lieutenant General Sparr. with Major General 
Coll, er, and the Brigadeers Sir Richard Temple and du Trouſſel, 
relieved tbe Trenches, and a Parallel of 500 Paces was drawn 
ton the Right, which began within 150 Paces of the two Tenailes 


that 
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that are on the Dexle, We carried on the Sap on the Leſt 209 
Paces forwards, and then drew a Trench of 200 Paces towards 
the Saillant Angle of the Counterſcarp of the Hornwork, and ad- 
vanc'd within 40 Paces of the ſame. We raiſed another Bat- 
tery of eight Pieces of Cannon to ruin the Ravelins, which are 
over againſt the Places where our Forces were making a Breach, 
We had few Men kill'd that Night, but ia that ſmall number was 
an Ingineer, the Son of Collonel Bringues, a young Gentleman of 
great hopes, who was extreamly regretted. The Night between 


the 31ſt of Auguſt and the iſt of Seprember, the Prince of Hel- 


ſtein- beck relieved the Trenches, and the ſecond Parallel was 
carried on to the River, Each Batallion was ordered to carry 
Stones near the Batteries, to throw the ſame with our Mortars: 
into the Enemies Works, which had a more terrible Effect than 
the Bombs. The Night between the 1ſt and 24 of the ſame 
Month, the Imperialiſts relieved the Trenches, and we carried 
- on the Sap towards the Saillant Angle of the Counterſcarp of 
the Hornwork within 50 Paces of the Paliſſadoes. We per fected 
our Works on the Left, and carried on a Trench towards the 
Cover'd-way of the Gate of Magdaleine. A vaſt quantity of 
Faſcines and Gabions were got in a readineſs for making our 
Lodgment on the Counter ſcarp. Deſerters about this time re- 
ported, that the Breach was very wide, and that the Ditch was 
almoſt filled up with the Ruins of the Walls. They added, that- 
Monſieur de Boufflers foreſeeing that the Town would ſoon fall 
into the hands of the Confederates, had ordered ſeveral of the 
largeſt Pieces of Cannon to be removed into the Cittadel be- 
longing to the Town. The Night between the 2d and zd, the 
Trenches were relieved by 11 Batallions; the Parallels were per- 
feted, as were alſo the Sap againſt the Counterſcarp of the 
two Hornworks, which was carried. on within 40 Paces of the 
Angle. The 4th, the Prince of Holſtein beck relieved the 
Trenches, as did Lieutenant General Sparr the next Day, 
and the Approaches were carried on with with ſo much Suc- 
ces, that it was judged the. Counterſcarp would be ſtormed 
the ſame. Evening or the next Day; and the neceſſary Diſpoſiti- 
ons were made to come at the Breaches, if poſſible. The Works 
at this time were ſo far advanc'd, and the Soldiers on both 
tides near one another, that it frequently happen'd, that the 
Faſcines and Gabions were ſet on fire by the Beſieged's making 
le of their Arms. Nothing happen'd worthy of Notice for tho 
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two ſacceeding Nights, that is, till the 5th in the Evening, at 


which time was the Storm of the Counterſcarp. Before 1 give 
an Account of which, I ſhall return to the Grand Armies, and 
recite as bricfly as I can, what paſt on both ſides worthy taking 
notice of. | 

On the 18th of the preceding Month, after ſeveral Marches 
and Countermarches, in which nothing of moment occurred, 
the Duke of Marlborough being encamp'd at Amongies, detach'd 
the Earl of Athlone with 2500 Horſe, to obſerve the Motions of 


the Enemy. That General advanc'd towards Len,, and his Van- 
guard meeting with roo Horſe detach'd from the Army of the 


Duke of Berwick, they charged them with ſo much vigour, that 
they run away, and we took: zo Priſoners. The ſame Day the 
Army of the Duke of Vandome advanc'd to Niveve, and the 
Duke of Berwick to Engbien, having left his Baggage behind the 
Haſue near Msns, We were aſſur d that Day that the Enemy 
left 5 Batallions and 3 Squadrons in Bruges and 12 Batallions 
and 7 Squadrons in Ghent,” The two French Armies march'd 
towards Leſſines the 29th, and joyned there, and we had Advice 
that all their Troops made then 208 Squadrons and 126 Batalli- 
ons. Upon thoſe Marches, the Duke of Marlborough thought fit 


to repals the Scheld and encamp'd at Helchin, from whence we 


march'd the 31ſt paſt in the Afternoon to Templenve, and en- 
camp'd our Right to Willem, and our Lek to Pont a Chin. The 
1ſt inſtant we marched in two Columns by our _— and paſſed 
the Marcq at Foreſt, A Brigade of Foot which incamp'd a- 


mongſt the Horſe, was left for the Rear under the Count Naſſau 


Moudenbergh, which was reinforced with 2 other Batallions and 
a Detachment of Horſe. We encamped that Night our Right to 
Pont a Treſſin, having the Marcg before us. My Lord Duke took 
up his Quarters at Peronne, and Monſieur the Velt Mareſchal at 
Sangrien. As ſoon as the Forces were got into the Camp, his 
Grace went to the Quarters of Prince Eugene to confer with him, 
and. the Army received Orders to Forage beyond the Marcq;, 
and gather as much Forage as ever they could, The 2d, my 
Lord Duke. Prince Eugene, Monſieur 4 Auverquerque, and other 
Generals, went to view the Country and what Ground was 
moſt convenient to poſt our Army in, in caſe the French ſhould 


attempt to relieve Zille. The Imperial Troops that were to come 


to joyn us, in caſe there was any likelihood of an Action, were 
to form the Right Line. The ſame Day the Enemy begun 5 
Py | | Pals 
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paſs the Scheld in 5 Columns below and above Torrnay, The 
zd they march'd in 4 Columns along the Cauley between Lid. 
and Tournay, but being come to Camphin, they turned to their 
Left and marched to Orchiers, and as they marched through that 
Plain, we could plainly diſcover them from eur Camp. It was 
judged from their Motions, that they deſigned to turn up to 
the Head of the Marcq, to come at us without being obliged 
to paſs any River, The 3d, the Quarter-Maſters of the Army 
went to mark the Ground each Regiment was to take up between 
the Mill of Noyelles and the Village of Fretin, and all the Bag- 
gage was ſent” into the Intrenchments before Lille. The Enemy 
lay that Night on their Arms near Orchiers, and the 4th in the 
Morning continued their Rout towards Mons en Pevale, where- 
upon our Army march'd the ſame Day about 10 a Clock tothe 
Ground mark'd out for them the Day before, and were joyrd in the 
Evening by Prince Eugene with 26 Batallions and 36 Squadrons, 
which were poſted in the Right of the Line with the Pruſſian 
Troops; the Engliſh and Danes were on the Left, and the Dutch 
and Hannoverians in the Center. . All the Cavalry wasdrawn up 
in two Lines, and the Infantry formd a third Line behind the 
Horſe. This Diſpoſition was thought neceſſary in a Plain; and 
to cover the Flanks of the Army, 20 Batallions were poſted on 
each Wing, and behind them 20 Squadrons as a Body of Reſerve te 
beemplyed where it was thought neceſſary. Count Naſſau on- 
denburgh, with his Brigade, was poſted in the Village of Euriere, 
which was at the Head of the Army, and whereby the Enemy 
were to come to us, We continu'd in that Poſture all the Night 
between the 4th and 5th, having placed our Artillery in the 
Front, in the Places through which it was beliey'd the Enemy 
might Attack us. We were informed that the Head of their 
Army was come to Polempin, within a League of our Army, 
which Place is ſituated in the Opening between the Marcg 
and the Deule; we were informed alſo, that they were joyn'd 
by all their Field Artillery, and 30 Pieces of Cannon from 
| Doway, This made us believe, that they would really attack 
us the next Morning; and we were ſo near, that we could hear 
the beating of their Dcums, and concluded thereby, that they 
were all Night in Motion. Our Generals repaired by Break of 
Day the 5th, to their reſpective Poſts, to be ready to receive 
the Enemy ; and Lieutenant General Fagel having march'd with 
almoſt an incredible ſpeed, gue us that Morning with 7 Ba- 
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tallions and 7 Squadrons. King Auguſtus and the Landgrave of Hef? 
Caſſel, came the 4th to our Camp intending to be Volunteers in the 
Ingagement, We continu'd till 10a Clock in Oder of Batfel, - 
but the Generals ſeeing the French did not adyance, order'd the” 

_ .. Tents to be pitch'd again, and the Detachment of prince Eu- 
gene return'd to the Camp before Eile, except ſome Imperial and 
Heſſian Squadrons. The Generals concluding that the Enem 
had no other Deſign than to give us frequent Allarms to — 
the Siege of Lille, and ſtreighten us in our Forage, without ven- 
turing a Fight, 100 Men out of each Batallion were order'd to 
caſt up an Intrenchment from the Mill of Nœyelle to the Mill of 
Fretin, The Village of Seclin lyes in the Front of our Line, and 
is this Place throngh which the Enemy may moſt conveniently 
come at us. Theſe Intrenchments will cover our Army againſt 
all Surprize. 

Thus all the Menaces of the French vaniſhed into Air, and 
their Motions only tending to amuſe the Confederates, our Ge- 
rals thought fit to ſtorm the Counterſcarp of Lille, which had 
been delayed by the Movements Which the French made, as 

=. | hath been already deſcrib'd. 5 | 

= . The 7th in the Morning, they made the neceſſary Diſpoſiti- 

_— ons for ſtorming the Counterſcarp that Evening, and lodging 

themſelyes upon the ſame, The Trenches were relieved in the 

\.B p Evening by Lieutenant General Wilks, with two Majors Gene- 

3 ral and 10 Imperial or Palatine Batallions, and the ſaid Lieute- 

8 ” nant General commanded the Attack of the Counterſcarp, for 

which were made the following Diſpoſitions. Eight hundred Gre- 
nadeers, ſupported by the ſame number of Fuziliers, with 2000 
Workmen, and 20 Carpenters, were commanded for the Left ; 
and beſides the Troops in the Trenches, 2000 Men detach'd 
from the Grand Army under the Command of Brigadeer Sabin, 
ere employed inthe Attack, Our Batteries made in the mean 
ime a moſt terrible Fire; and about g of the Clock, the Signal 
being given, our Artillery made a general Diſcharge, and 
then our Troops deſign'd for the Attack on the Left, march'd 
out of the Trenches with an unparalleld Intrepidity, and an ad- 
mirable Order, and went directly to the Paliſadoes, from whence 
they beat the Enemy; and ſeveral of our Men leaping into the 
Cover d- way, put to the Sword all the French they found there- 
in, except four Officers and ſome few Soldiers, who were taken 
Priſoners. Whilſt our Troops were making their Lodgment near 
: "as 
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in Flanders, in the Year lyeg. "i 
the Paliſfadoes, the Enemy made a dreadful Fire upon them, and 
ſprung 3 Mines under the Cover'd-way, whereby we loſt many 
Men. Our Troops on the Right attack'd the Enemy with the 
like Courage and Succeſs, and lodg'd themſelves on the Saillant 
Angle of the Counterſcarp of the Hornwork, and on the top of 
the Ditch of the Tenailles, which are on the Banks of the 
Deule between the 2 Attacks» Our Men on the Left lodg d them- 
ſelves likewiſe on the Saillant Angle of the Counter ſcarp of the 
Hornwork. and alfo on the Angle of the Tenailles. 

As this Succeſs was very acceptable to the Allies, ſo the Prince 
of Orange took care to communicate it to the States, which he 
did in the following Letter. | | 


- High and Mighty Lords, ky 
* * Diſpoſitions for the Attack of the Counterſcarp were 
made ſome Days ago, but by Reaſon of the Neighbour- 
hood of the French Army, and the great Detachment made 
- © for the Grand Army, the Attack was put off till laſt Night, 
© when we received a Reinforcement from the Grand Army of 
* 2co Grenadiers, the like Number of Fuſileers, and 600 Work- 
© men, Eight hundred Grenadiers, ſupported by the like Num- 
© ber of Fuſileers, 30 Carpenters and 20:0 Workmen, were 
© commanded for the Attack of the Right, between the Lower 
© Denle and the Gate of St. Andrew, under the Direction of the 
Sieur 14 Racque; and 1600 Grenadiers, ſupported by the like 
© numbers of Fuſileers, 30 Carpenters and 2000 Workmen, were 
© commanded for the Attack of the Left, between the ſaid River 
and the Gate of Magdalen, under the Direction of the Sieur du 
© Mey. Our Batteries made a continual Fire before the Attack 
on all the Baſtions, to diſturb the Enemy; and after the Sig. 
nal of 3 Guns and a General Diſcharge of all the Artillery, 
we made our Attack about 8 in the Evening, with ſo much 
Order and Courage on the part of the Officers and Soldiers, 
that the Gounterſcarp was taken in a ſhort time, notwithſtand- 
c ing it was defended by 200 Men of each Regiment in the Gar- 
© rifon; and we lodg'd our ſelves on the Cover'd-way. But the 
Enemy made ſuch a terrible fire from their Outworks, with their 
© Cannon, Mortars and ſmall Arms, and ſprung three Mines in 
© the Cover'd-way, that we loſt many Men. I cannot give your 
High Mightineſſes an exact —_ of the Slain and Wounded, 
8 2 N © but 
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hut they cannot be much leſs than 1cco Men. I ſhall cauſe a 
* Liſt to be made, and ſend it to your High Mightineſles by the 
next Poſt, The further neceſſary Diſpoſitions are made to car- 


ry on the Siege with all poſlible Vigour; and 1 hope God will 
be pleaſed to bleſs the ſame, | | 


| : I am, Sr. 
From the Army before 
Lille, Sept. 30. 1708, J. W. F. Prince of Orange and Naſſau- 


The making of theſe Lodgments very much encouraged our 
Army to go forwards with the Siege, tho they found many more 
Dithculties than were at firſt apprehended, and gave them a 
Proſpect of good Succeſs, which at length they attained by their 


unparalleFd Courage, Induſtry and Patience. The Publick was 


poſſeſt, during the time of the Siege, with. an Opinion, that 
Towns might be taken, tho never ſo ſtrong, in a ſhort ſpace; 
and gave for inſtance, the famous Attacks of Buda, Mayence and 
Namur, which Cities, tho* they were ſcarce (if at all) inferiour 
in Strength of Garriſons or Fortifications to Lille, yet in a rea- 
ſonable ſpace of time ſubmitted to the Troops that Beſieged 
chem. But theſe Gentlemen never conſidered how Profuſe of 
Blood the Duke of Lorain and King William were upon theſe 
Occaſions; how many brave Mens Lives were ſacrificd before 


che Walls of thoſe Cities, which might. have been ſpared, had 


the Generals uſed the Sword leſs, and apply'd themſelves more: 


to the Sap; but perchance they had Realons of State for their 


Actions, which our General Officers are unacquainted with, who 

muſt be own'd to have trod the Paths to Victory after a man- 

ner much more Humane, Juſt and Tender; and what they loſt 

dy the unavoidable Delays of the Methods they uſed, they a- 

1 made amends for by the Preſervation of their Sol- 
iers. 

The Storm of the Connterſcarp being over, our Troops en- 
deavour d to perfect their Works with all imaginable Applicati- 
on, and made a great Progreſs therein the next Day. The 8th 
and gth, the Prince of Ho ſtein- beck, the Major General Zout-- 


land, and the Brigadeers Sir Richard Temple and du Ti oſſel re- 


lieved the Trenches with the Engli/h Batallions of Godfrey and 
Ingoldsby and 10 others, and the Lodgments were per fected on 
the Saillant Angle of the Counterſcarp of the Hornworks and 
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the Tenailles. We erected on the Left a Battery of 2 Pieces 
of Cannon, to ruin the Tenaille, and, made a Hole into the Co- 
ver'd-way, which was perfected the gth at Nię ht. We ſerected 
another Battery of 3 Pieces af Cannon on the Right to ruin en- 
tirely the Hornwork, and we made a Deſcent into 2 Places in 
the Cover d way on that fide, The Night between the oth and 
10th, Lieutenant General Sparr, Major General Colyer, and the 
the Brigadeers Maſſenaer and Keppel, with the Batallions of Lalo, 
Sabin, and 8 others, relieved the Trenches. We continued to 
perfet the Communication between the Works along the Pali- 
ſadoes. Laſt Night the Enemy fally'd out with a deſign to nail 
the Cannon on our Batteries that are on the Glacis, and ruin 
our Works; but we repulſed them with conſiderable loſs, and 
we continued our Preparations for enlarging the Breaches, in 
order to facilitate the Storm. 

The Night between the 10th and 11th inſtant, the Prince of 
Holſtein-beck relieved the Trenches with 10 Batallions, and con- 
tinued to ſecure the Worꝭ s and the Communication between our 
Lodgments along the paliſadoes. We planted 8 Picces of Can- 
non on a Battery to ruin the remaining part of the Hornwork 
on our Right. We carried on our Approaches on the Left with 
as good Succeſs, in order to make a Deſcent into the Ditch. The 


Night between the 11th and 12th, the Imperialiſts relieved the 


Trenches, but there was little Progreſs made that Day in the Siege, 
becauſe an Adjutant came from the Grand Army to acquaint 
Prince Eugene, that the French were advanc'd within fight of the 
Intrenchments, and ſeem'd to have a deſign to Attack them; 
whereupon his Highneſs marched with 1, Batallions and the 
Cavalry, to reinforce the Duke of Marlborough, Laſt Night the 
Imperialiſts relieved the Trenches, and this Day we were hard 
at work to perfect our Works, and make the neceſſary Diſpoſitions 
for a General Storm, which was put off tor ſome Days, to make 
the Breaches ſo wide, that we might Attack the Body of the 
Place with a greater number of Troops than it was at firſt intend- 
ed. We-loſt but very few Men, notwithſtanding the prodigious 
frethe Garriſon made from all their Works and Batteries. 

Whilſt thus our Troops did all that was poſſible to make them- 
ſelves Maſters of Lille, an Action happen'd in the Camp, in which, 
tho' no great numbers were kill'd, yet conſidering the Effects it had 
upon the Spirits of the French, it may be deem d of great Mo- 
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ment to tlie Common Cauſe, and worthy of a particular Re. 
lation. | „ 5 5 | | 
The Confederates were encamp'd at Fretin, where my Lord 
Duke of Marlborough had his Head Quarters. The French Fo. 
ragers advanc'd within a quarter of a League of this Place, ſu- 
Rain'd by ſeveral Regiments: His Grace was at Dinner, when 
News was brought him of the Enemies Preſumption, and Lieu- 
- tenant General Wood happen'd to be at the Table. Upon the 
delivery of the Meſſage, that Gentleman, who has ſignaliz d 
- himſelf for his Courage, as much as any Officer in the Service of 
Great Britain, expreſs d a great Impatience to drive the French back 
again to their C-mp: To that purpoſe, hebeg'd his Lordſhip's Per. 
. - miſſion to charge them with 2 Batallions only. His Grace conſent- 
ed to his Requeſt, and commanded the Regiment of Sir Righard 
Temple and another Engliſh Batallion to attack the Enemy, 

Our Troops 'march'd immediately, and fell upon the Enemy, 
whom they repuls'd as far as Ennevelin, where they had poſt- 
ed ſome Forces in a' Caſtle, which is ſurrounded with two 
Ditches, Our Men endeavour'd to diſlodge them from thence, 
and charg'd the French with-a great deal of Bravery ; but the 
Duke of Vandome cauſed all his Grenadeers and the Piquet of ſix 
| Brigades which were encamp'd in the Front of his Army near 
Pont a Marcq, to ſupport his Troops in the Caſtle aforefaid ; 
whereupon our 2 Batallions retired, ſeeing they could not force 
that Poſt without Cannon, andwithoutſbeiog joyn'dwith all the In- 

fantry of our Army, which was not thought convenient in the preſent 

Juncture. Our Troops thereupon made their Retreat in very good 
Order, and repulſed ſeveral times the Enemy, tho they were 
at leaſt four to one. We had about 120 Private Men kill'd and 
wounded, and 4 or 5 Officers, amongſt whom was Captain Hig- 
giſon, Captain of Grenadeers to Sir Richard Temple, a Gentle» 
man infinitely regretted by the Batallion, and by all that the Ho- 
nour of his Acquaintance. In him met moſt of the Qualifications 
Tequiſiteina Soldier: He had Courage enough Tor the Poſt he en- 
joyed, which was given him by his Choice, when two other Com- 
miſſions of the ſame Rank were vacant in the ſame Regiment; 
and tho' his Gallantry was ſo much as might have reaſonably 
cail'd his Prudence in queſtion, yet he had a ſhare of the latter, 
enough to have qualify'd him for a Poſt much ſuperiour to that 


he dy'diin. He had an Art to make himſelf re ſpected and lov'd 
by his Soldiers and Friends, to both of whom he was Civil and 
| |; Generous, 
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Generous. His Converſation was Manly and Polite; and with- 
out diſpute, had Providence permitted him a longer time to have 
lived and exerted thoſe ſhining Qualities he was Maſter of, he 
would have raiſed himſelf to the higheſt Poſts which Military Vir- 
tue or Civil Prudence could have confer'd upon his Merit. *1 is 
impoſſible to expreſs how muchthisVigorous Action encouraged our 
Troops, and what a deſpicable Notion it gave them of the Ene- 
my. The 9th and 1oth, nothing conſiderable hapened in the 
Camp; but the next Morning the Duke of Marilorcugb had Ad- 
vice, that the Enemies were in motion, and about 2 in the 'Af- 
ternoon we ſaw the Head of their Army, conſiſting of ſeveral 
Batallions and Squadrons, with their Workmen, who levell'd 
the Ground between them and our Intrenchments. Few Minutes 
aſter, their Troops advancing towards our Intrenchments in very 
good Order, which made us delieve that they deſigned to at- 
tack us; whereupon 3 Guns were fired as a Signal for every 
Regiment ofthe Army to take their Poſt behind the Intrenchments. 
About half an Hour paſt Three, the Enemy began to Cannonade 
our Army with 10 or 12 Pieces of Cannon, and chiefly the Vil- 
lage of Entieres, which is before our great Intrenchment, which 
Village we have fortify'd with good Works: The Duke of A- 
borough, who had foreſeen that the Enemy would Attack that 
Poſt, had poſted therein 2 Brigades, one Exgliſh Commanded by 


'' Brigadeer Evan, and the other Dutch, Commanded by Brigadeer 


Wertmuller, with a ſufficient Train of Artillery for its defence, 
Mean time an Officer was diſpatch'd to Prince Eugene, to acquaint 
him with this News; and that Prince repair'd to us immediately 
with a great Detachment from his Army. Orders were likewiſe ſent 
to the Earl of Albemarle, who was between Aenin and Oudenarde 


with zo Squadrons to Guard a Convoy from Br»/els, to return 


to this Camp with all ſpeed; and the 12th by Break of Dey, his 
| Lordſhip arrived with his Detachment. All neceſſary Diipolitt- 
ous were made for giving a warm Reception to the Enemy; and 
as it was expected they would Attack us the next Morning, the 
Army continued all the Night on their Arms, behind the In- 
trenchments ; Prince Eugene, the Duke of Marlborough, and Mon- 


ſieur the Velt Marefchal 4 Auverquerque continuing all that time 


in their reſpective Poſts, The 12th, about half an Hour paſt 
Six in the Morning, the Enemy began again to Cannonade our 


Intrenchments with 30 or 40 Pieces of Cannon, moſt Twenty- 
four Pounders, as we judged by the Balls that fell into our 


Camp, 
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Camp, and we anſwer'd them from our Artiliery placed on our 


Intrenchments, with good Succeſs, We believed they were 
then in good Earneſt; but. finding. our Miſtake, the Troops 
were order'd to their Tents near the Intrenchments. This 
Morning we expected to be. entertained with the like Muſick 
as the Day before, having been informed, that the had in 
the Night prepar'd ſome other Batteries, but they have with- 
drawn their heavy Cannon and continue in the ſame Poſt. The 
Princes have their Quarters at Pont a Marcg. Prince Eugene is 
thereupon returned to Camp before Lille, with moſt of the Foot 


he had brought with him, and has taken his Quarters at Loſs, 
to be near at hand to come back in caſe of need. As Deſerters 


and Spies had unanimouſly reported, that the Enemy had reſol- 
ved in a great Council of War held in the Preſence of Monſieur 
de Chamillard the 10th inſtant to Attack our Intrenchments, our 
Soldiers were in great ExpeRation of a Fight, and no Words 


can expreſs the Alacrity they ſhew'd, when they ſaw the Enemy 


in motion: But their Joys were groundleſs, the Enemy march'd 
towards Ghent and Bruges, and gave us leave to carry on the Siege 


of Lille, to which 1 ſhall now return. 


The 11th in the Morning, the Mortar Battery on the Coun- 


| terſcarp, in the Front of the Counterguard, began to play. In 


the Evening the Trenches were reliev'd by Lieutenant General 
Ar nam. Majors General Yolkgrſhoven and Vickenback,, with 5 Ba- 
tallions for each Attack. Major General ] olkerſhoven in going 


into the Trenches received a flight Wound inthe Breaſt. The 


e a ſmall Salley on the Right, but were immediately 
repuls d. 
The 12th, about Nine in the Morning, while the Enemy were 


playing their Batteries againſt the Village of Entires, with. greater 


warmth than they had done, the Beſieged came out of the Town 
in great numbers, with 4 Colours, and attack'd the Trenches 
on the Left in 6 different Places, having at the ſame time ano- 
ther Body of Troops in the Cover'd-way ready to ſvſtain them; 
but before they could do any other Damage than the overturn- 
ing 5 or 6 Gabions, they were engag'd by the next Batallions in 
the Trenches, and oblig'd to Retreat in great Diſorder, having 
had above 60 Men kilbd, and among them ſeveral Officers, which 


they drew after them into their Works; on our ſide 14 Men 


were killed, and near 30.wounded, -Lieutenant General Arnam 


continued this Night in the - Trenches, - which were. relieved 


the 
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the Night between the 1zth and 14th, the Prince of Holfein- 
beck relieved the Trenches, but the Works were not advanc d ve- 
ry much, becauſe the Troops which had joyn'd the Grand Army 
with Prince Eugene, were not return'd to their Poſts; but they 
arriv'd the 14th, A little before Break of Day. The Night be- 
tween the 14th and 15th, the Trenches were relieved by 
Lieutenant General Sparr, with 10 Batallions as uſual, and 
we began that Night to work upon ſome Mines, in order 
to fill up the Ditch of the Tenaille, and they placed a great 
many Gabions on the Paliſadoes. The Enemies made frequent 
allies with ſmall Bodies of Men, on purpoſe to draw our Troops 
from the Trenches, and then to make a terrible fire upon them 
from the Ramparts. The 15th, Prince Eugene thought fit to 
alter the former Diſpoſitions for relieving the renches, and or- 
der'd, that all the Lieutenant Generals of his Army ſhould roll 
according to their turns; that one of them ſhould mount the 


Trenches every Day with a Major General; that the former 


ſhould take his Poſt at the Attack on the Left, and the latter 
on the Right, and that 12 Batallions, inſtead of 10, ſhould mount 
the Trenches, viz. 5 Imperialiſts, Palatines or Heſſians, and 7 
detach'd from the Troops of the Prince of Naſſau. Nothing 
conliderable happend the 16th and 17th. The Night be- 
tween the 17th and 18th, Lieutenant General Mik, relieved the 
Trenches with 12 Batallions, according to the laſt Orders of 
Prince £gene, but our Men could not Storm the Tenaille and Horn- 
work as they intended, the Ditch not being filld up. The ſame 
Night, Director da Mey Attack'd with 50 Grenadeers and 50 
Fuzileers, a Traverſe in the Cover'd-way, from which we beat 
the Enemy with conſiderable Loſs ; but we could keep poſſeſſion 
only of one of them, becauſe of the great fire of the Enemy. 
We had about 40 Men kill'd and wounded. The Night between 
the 19th and 2oth, Lieutenant General Arnham relieved the 
Trenches, and all things were diſpoſed for ſtorming the Tenailles 


the next — and as the Beſieged ſeem'd refolvetl to make a 
enc 


vigorous Defence, all imaginable Precautions were taken for ſuc- 
ceeding in our Deſign, and that the Attack might be made with 
freſh Men, who yet might have a ſufficient time to obſerve the 
Works which were to be ſtorm'd, the Prince of Holſtein- beck te- 
lieved the Trenches this Morning at Nine a Clock, whereas they 
uſed to be relieved at Night : Beſides the 12 Batallions in the 
Trenches, a Detachment of Grenadeers were appointed for the 
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Attack; but. our Deſigns were prevented this Day, by the Ene- 
my's throwing Artificial Fires into the Ditch, which burnt part 
Cf our Gallery, ſo that our Troops ſpent all the Night in re- 
pairing the Damage and perfecting the Bridges and Galleries 
over the Ditches. The 21ſt, Lieutenant General Wilks, Major 
General Zobel, and Brigadeer Ten pie relieved the Trenches at 
Ten a Clock in the Morning, and the neceſſary Diſpoſitions were 
made for ſtorming the Works aforeſaid. In order thereunto, 
1100 Grenadeers, ſupported by 1200 Fuzileers, under the Com- 
mand of a Collonel, a Lieutenant Collonel, and a Major, with 
1700 Workmen, were ordered for each Attack under the Di- 
rections of the Generals in the Trenches. The Attack began be- 
tween Six and Seven in the Evening, and was very hot, every inch 
of Ground being diſputed with a great deal of Obſtinacy; but at 
laſt we made a good Lodgment on the Tenaille on the Right, and 
took a Place of Arms on the Counterſcarp on the Left, This 
Action was near proving very fatal to Allies; for Prince Eugene, 
whoſe Preſence was highly neceſlary to Animate our Soldiers, 
was wounded in the Forehead with a Musket-ſhot. The 22d, 
Lieutenant General Sparr, Major General Zobel, and Brigadeer 
du Trouſſel, relieved the Trenches ; and the Duke of Marlborough 
repair'd to Prince Exgene's. Quarters to vifit his Highneſs : He 
found him dreſt, — preparing to go Abroad; but at the in- 
ſtance of his Grace, he was perſwaded to continue in his Chamber 
for 2 or 3 Days. In the mean time, the Duke of Marlborough - 


went into the Trenches, viſited the Works, and acted all what 


Prince Eugene would have done, had he not been hinder'd by 
his Wounds. Four hundred Grenadeers and 550 Fuzileers were 
to poſt themſelves that Evening in the Tenaille on the Left; 
but the Grenedcers arriving too late, the Attack was put off, 
The 23d in the Morning. Lieutenant General Wilks, Major 
General Colyer, and Brigadeer Waſſenaer, relieved thc Trenches, 
and had the Direction of the Attack. All things being in a rea- 
dineſs, the Duke of Marlborough, who was in the Trenches, cau- 
ſed a Signal to be given for the Storm to begin, which was car. 
ried on with all imaginable Succeſs. Our Troops beat the Ene- 
my quite from the Tenaille on the Left (that on the Right being 
taken the 21ſt at Night) and made a great Lodgments along the 
Cover d-way, without any conſiderable Loſs We had ſome In- 
gineers and Officers wounded. It was obſerved on this occaſion, 
That the Enemy did not defend theſe Poſts with the like Vigour 
| as 
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as they formerly exerted. The Day before, Major General Cadogan 
ſer out for Oſtend, to view the Troops which were landed there from 
England, under the Command of Lieutenant General Erle, and 
to concert the neceſſary Meaſures for ſecuring a great Convoy 
we expected from Oſtend The Major General return'd the 23d 
at Night, and the ſame Day the Troops poſted near Courtray un- 
der Brigadeer Landsberg, with 6 Batallions and 800 Horle advan- 
ced towards the Country of Brnges, between Reuſſelaer and Thielt. 
The 23d, Brigadeer Srerkenburg with 10 Squadrons, and Brigadeer 
Elis with 6 Batallions, were order'd to march and poſt them» 
ſelves within ſome Miles of Menin, on the other fide the Lys, 
in order to ſecure our Convoy, which I have juſt now taken no- 
tice of, and obſerve the Detachments the Enemy might make from 
Tpres for attacking the ſame. The Enemy s Army lay encamp'd 
between Oudenarde and Tournay, and calt. up Intrenchments _ 
the Banks of the Scheld, and planted Batteries thereon, wi 
all imaginable Precautions for their Safety, and maintaining 
themſelves; where, whilſt they are fortifying, I ſhall go on 
_ the Occurrences. that happened in the Trenches before 
Lille. - 

The 24th at Night, one of our Bombs fell into a Magazine of 
Bombs in the Town, and did the Beſieged a great deal of da- 
mage. The 25th, Lieutenant Genral Sparr, Major General Fei- 
_ genback, and Brigadeer Boiſſet relieved the Trenches with 1 2 Ba- 

callions, and they work'd all that Day and the Night following 

upon the Mines in the Tenailles, in order to blow up the Tra- 
verſes that are before the Ravelin and the Lunette in the ſaid 
Tenailles. We carried on likewiſe our Saps towards the great 
Breaches for diſcovering the Mines of the Enemy, The 26th, 
Lieutenant General Arnham, Major General Zobel, and Briga- 
deer Temple, with 12 Batallions, relieved the Trenches, and the 
Mines were much advanc'd on the Right Attack, and on the 
Left we likewiſe work'd on 2 Mines, to blow up the Traverſes 
of the Saillant 'Angle of the Counterſcarp, over againſt the great 
Breach in the Body of the Place. Theſe Works were continued 
the 275th and 28th, and nothing remarkable happen'd in the 
Trenches, but there was a great Allarm in the Camp, upon the 
following Occaſion. The Siege having laſted already a great 
while, and the Garriſon having ſuſtained ſeveral Aſſaults, and 
made all the while a prodigious fire, they began to want Pow- 
der, and the Marſhal Bonſflers having ſignify'd the ſame - the 
G -2 -Duke 
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Duke of Vundome, he order'd the Chevalier de Luxemburg with 
400 Horſe for his Van-guard, 250 Horſe Grenadeers, 2 Squa- 
urons of Dragoons, 2 of Burgundy, 1 of St. Agnan, 2 of Mor- 
toville 2 of Fontaine, 1 of Breioch, 2 of Ternea, and 2 of Forcea- 
que to endeavour to ſupply the Beſieged. Each Man had a Bag 
of 40 Pound weight of Powder behind him. They advanc'd the 
28th at Night along the Cawſey from Doway to Lille, and were 
met by an Out-guacd of 1co Horſe, which Count Schlick, who 
had been encamp'd at Pom a Treſſin with zo Squadrons, com- 
manded. _ Theſe Out-guards challeng d them, and they declared, 
That they belonged to our Grand Army, and were conducting 
ſome Prifoners to the Camp. A Subaltern Officer being advanc'd 
to Examine them, they thought it impoſlible to conceal them- | 


felves any longer, and advanc'd full Gallop along the Caw- 


ſey, and got into our Line of Circumvallation, Our Guard and 
Centinels having fired at them, the Camp in general took the 
Allarm, and the Palatize Dragoons of Mitten ſheim getting on 
Horſe-back with an incredible ſpeed, fell upon the Enemy and 
purſued them to the Barrier of the Town, which the Beſieged 
would not at firſt open, and left their Men expoſed, by which . 
means a great many were killed, and ſeveral return'd back again 
into our Camp, and endeayour'd to ſave themſelves by favour of 
the Night, Our Infantry fired at them, and the Powder they had 
in Bags behind them taking fire, a great many of them were 
killed with their Horſes, which made a diſmal Spectacle the 
next Day. The Enemies were divided into 2 Bodies, that which 
got into the Town conſiſted of about 700 Men, as appeared af- 
terwards by the Number of thoſe that went out upon the Ca- 

itulation ; the other Party, with the Grenadeers and Dragoons 

pt at a diſtance, and retired with ſo much Precipitation, that 
they threw away their Powder. They had another Misfortune 
at Pont a Rach near Doway, for ſome of the Bags being unty'd, 
the Powder fell to the Ground, and was ſet on fire by their 
Horſes ſtriking againſt the Pavement. We took 7 Officers and 
40 Troopers Priſoners ; but can give very little account of what 
Numbers were kill'd and blown up in theſe Skirmiſhes, becauſe 
moſt part that fell, dy'd near the Town in the Enemy's Works, 
The next day happen'd the Glorious Action of Wynendale, in 
which, tho no mighty Numbers fell of the Freuch, yet it was of 
the higheſt Conſequence to the Allies, and occaſioned the ſur- 
render of the important Fortreſs of Lille ; on the other hand, 
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if our Troops had been beaten, and the Waggons which they 
guarded, had been taken, all the Fruits of the Battle of Oude- 
narde had been loſt, and Lille had remained in the Poſſeſſion of 
Marſhal Bouffers. I ſhall therefore ſer this Affair in as true a liglit 
as may be, to convince the World, that now neither the Glory of 
their Invincible Monarch, nor Intereſt, nor the loſs of their Empire 
can oblige the French to perform their Duty, and act the Parts of 
Men of Honour. 

Our Generals had ſent ſeveral Detachments to cover the 
March of our Waggons, which were loaded with Ammunition 
for carrying on the Siege of Lille. The 27th of September, the 
Generals Webb and Cadog an, being then at Tourout, had Intelli- 
gence that Major Savary of the Regiment of Guetham, had ta- 
ken poſſeſſion of the Poſt of Oudenburgh; whereupon Brigadeer 
Landsberg was ſent thither with 600 Grenadeers under Collo- 
nel Preſton, a Batallion of Orkney under Collonel Hamilton, and 
that of Fune commanded by Collonel Wooght to reinforce that 
Poſt. The 28th at Eight in the Morning, the Cavalry was ſent 
to Hooglede, there to wait for the Convoy, except 150 Horſe 
commanded by the Count de Lottum, who were ſent the Night 
before to Oudenburg, to carry Orders to the 2 Batallions and 600 
Grenadeers to Guard the Waggons as far as Xoblaer, and after- 
wards to rejoyn the Infantry at Toxrout, At Noon the Count ae 
Lottum returned to Tourout, and reported, That having march'd 
as far a Ieteghem, he found an Advanc'd Guard of the Enemy, 
which he drove before him to the Heath, were he diſcovered 
16 Squadrons, who mounted on Horſeback with great Precepi- 
tation, on the Allarm given by the Adyanc'd Guards , where- 
upon he judg'd it beſt to give Notice of what he had ſeen. Up- 
on this Advice, all our Infantry, in number 22 Batallions, were 
ordered to march immediately, and the Count de Lottum, at the 
Head of 150 Horſe, making the Van-guard, with the Quarter. 
Maſters, and the reſt of the Grenadeers who had not been de- 
tach'd, were commanded. to gain Ieteghem by the Road of Wynen- 
dale. Our Van-guard arriving there, diſcovered the Enemy at 
the Entrance of the Heath; whereupon the Quarter maſters and 
the remaining Grenadeers were drawn up in Battalia, Major 
General Webb with the Count de Naſſaw Voudenburgh. at the 
Head of 150 Horſe, advanc'd to view the Enemy; giving Or- 
der at the ſame time to the Regiments to advance with the ut- 


moſt diligence upon the Plain, and to form themfelyes — 
rder 
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Order of Battle. The 150 Horſe were left under the Command 
of the Count de Lo!tum at the entrance of the Heath to amuſe 


the Enemy; and the more to perplex them, the Quarter-maſters 


and Grenadeers were poſted amongſt the Buſhes, contiguous to 
the Ground througa which the Enemy muſt needs paſs, as faſt 


as our Regiments came out of the Defiles they were drawn up in 


by General Webb and the Count of Naſſam Moudenburgh, to fill 
up the Opening which is between the Wood of 7/ynendale and 
the Buſhes on the other fide, which make a. fort of a Thicket, 


Hardly were 6 of our. Batallions come upon that Ground, when 
the Enemy from 19 Pieces of Cannon, 9 of them of a Triple 
- Bore, begun to Cannonade the 150 Horſe plac'd in a Poſt alit- 


tle more advanc'd\ then where the Batallions ſtood, who not- 


. withſtanding the great fire of the Enemy, ſtood firm, which pro. 


duc'd the Effect our Generals expected from it, namely, the 


giving them time to draw up the Foot in order of Battel to fill up 


the Aperture and form 2 Lines. The Left Wing was extend- 
ed far behind the forementioned Buſhes, to hinder the Enemies 


paſſing there, and to cover our Flank. On the Flank of the 
. Right in the Wood of Wynendale was placd the Regiment of 
.Henkelum, and on the other fide, the Regiment of the Hereditary 


Prince of Heſe, with Orders to keep themſelves concealed, and 


not to fire till they could take the Enemy in Flank, 


The Plottoons of Grenadeers were ordered to advance forty 


+: Paces before the Right and the Left with the like direRi- 
ons. The Quarter-maſters were plac'd on the Left, in a Path 


leading through the formentioned Buſhes, The Enemy having 
Cannonaded us three Hours, advanc'd againſt us on the Plain 


in Battalja, with 4 Lines of Foot and as many of Horſe; where- 


upon the Count de Lortum was commanded to retire, and poſt 
his Horſe. 300 Paces behind our Foot, which he did in very g 


Order. The Enemy continued their March upon us, in number 


40 Batallions and 48 Squadrons. The General obſerving that 
the Enemy filed off on their Right, ſent the Count of Naſſaw 


Moudenburg h to obſerve them, and ordered thither the Regiment 
of Grombkow under the Command of Collonel Beſchefer. Briga- 
deer Eltz arrived on the Right, with the Regiments of the 
. Rear-guard, which he poſted in the Wood of Wynenaale. Half a 


quarter of an Hour before the Fight began, the 2 Batallions 
and 600 Grenadeers, who had been detach'd under Brigadeer 


. Lanasberg rejoyn d us, and form'd a third Line. That Briga- 


deer 
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deer had met by accident near Kokelaer our Soldiers Wives all Patel of Wy" 
in Tears, and was thereupon adviſed by the Collonels Preſton, tendalz. 


Hamilton and Wooght, to haſten to our Aſſiſtance. Preſently after 
the forming of our third Line, the Enemy began the Attack, and 
advanced within 15 Paces of the Batallions poſted on the Flank 
ot our Right, who had lain hid according to the General's order, 

but then did ſuch Execution, that the Enemy's Left Wing fell in- 
to diſorder and mixt with their Right, which receiv'd from the 
Regiment of Grombem poſted on our Flank on the Left, at 
much the ſame diſtance, a very terrible ſalute, that put them 
all into diſorder, Homever, they return'd to the Charge, and 
puſh'd two of our Batallions ; but the Swiſs Regiment of Albe- 
marle, commanded by Monſieur Hirtzel, advanc'd againſt their 
Horſe, who endeayour:d to break into them, and by their vi- 
gorous Reſiſtance gave time time to the General, and the Count 
of Naſſam Woudenburzh, to bring up the Regiments of Berendorf 
and Lyndeboum into the place of thoſe who had been puſh'd from 
their Ground, which was done very ſoon. In the mean time 
the Enemy, ſupported by ſo many Lines, made a ſecond Effort 
to penetrate, but not one of our Batallions ſtir'd, unleſs to ad- 
vance ſome Paces, The General hinder'd them from preſſing 
on to the purſuit; to the end, that the Flanks might continue 
to fire with the ſame Advantage they did formerly, His fore- 
ſight had all the Succeſs that could be wiſhed, for the 2 Regi- 
ments and the Grenadeerz making a continual fire, oblig'd the 
Enemy's 2 Wings to fall into their Centre, and to retire in 
great Diſorder. All that their Officers could do to make them 
turn again, was to no putpoſe; and they contented themſelves 
to make a diſtant fire at our Lines, and our Men anſwer'd by 
Plottoons, with the ſame exact Order as if they had been exer- 
ciſing. Major General Cadogan, who arrived ſoon after the 
Fight was done, offer'd to charge the Enemy during the Diſ- 
order they were in, with 2 Squadrons, which he had brought 
— with him, but it was not thought adviſeable to expoſe ſo 
ſmall a Party of Men ta ſuch a ſuperiour number of the Ene- 


my, whohad order'd all their Cavalry to advance, to coyer their 
Retreat. The Fight was very fierce, and laſted almoſt 2 Hours, 
We had 912 Officers and Soldiers kill'd and wounded, The E- 
nemy, according to the Report of Priſoners, which was con- 
firm'd by Deſerters, loſi between 4 and 5000 Men, and retired 
in ſo great Confuſion, that they leit their Cannon in the Wy 

and 
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and did not return to fetch them off till Eleven the next Morn: 


ing, after they had learnt that our Troops had continued their 
March by Break of Day to conduct the Waggons by the 


way of Rouſſelaer, after having cauſed all our wounded, and ma- 


ny of the Enemies to be carried off the Field of Battle. The Ad. 


vantage we gained was the more ſurprizing ; for that our Party 
amounted not to above 7000 Men, and the Enemies Army 
conſiſted of between 23 and 24000. The number of the kill'd and 
wounded of the Allies amounted, according to an exact Liſt 


tranſmitted to the States General, to the following Numbers, 


viz. 3 Collonels and 2 Lieutenant Collonels wounded; 2 Majors 
kill'd, ands wounded ; 4 Captains kill'd; 18 wounded ; 4 Lieu- 


tenants kill'd, 36 wonnded; 2 Enſigns Kill'd, 22 wounded; 15 


Sergeants kill'd, 38 wounded; 111 private Men kild, and 680 
wounded- The Loſs of the French is not ſo exactly known, but 
as they were numerous, and that they were repulſed and de- 
feated, the ſame muſt be much greater than ours, and Letters 


from Ghent and Bruges made the Accountof their kilbd and wounds 


ed to be 4000 Men, | ; | 

The Spaniards complained that the French forſook them in this 
Action; the latter would have had the Poſt of Honour; but the 
Count de Bergeick wou*dinot permit it. They loſt ſeveral Officers 
of Quality; amongſt whom were Don Pantofa, Nephew to Car- 
dinal Portocarero, Monſieur Grimaldi, a Collonel, and Count Co- 


pigni. In the number of their wounded, were the Marquis of 
Carracioli, Collonel of Horſe; the Marquis de Vemmel, Brigadeer; 


the Marquis de Aquaviva Collonel, and the Baron de Laeren 
Brigadeer, Son- in Law to the Count de Bergeick, who dyed ſoon 
after of his Wounds. | | 
The Action of Pynendale broke the Heart of the French Army, 
their Generals found to their Coſts, that the private Soldiers 
were perfectly diſpirited; that they had loſt their Ancient Gal- 
lantry, and had only half of the Character which Cornelius Ta- 
citus gives of the French Nation, viz. That in the beginning of the 
Bartel they are more than Men, and in the luter end of it leſs than 
Women. The Beſieged alſo in Lille made but a very feint Defence, 
and forgot the Valour they had exerted at the beginning of the 
Siege; but our Troops carry'd their Works on with all the Vigour 
imaginable. The 1ſt of October, the Trenches were relieved by the 
Prince of Holſtein-beck, Major General Sacken, and Sir Richard 
Tenple, with 5-Batallions on the Right and 7 on the, Left, * | 
* | the 
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the Evening we made an Attack on the Saillant Angle of the Counterſcarp 
before the great Breach on the Right, a Lodgment was made, and the E- 
nemy was oblig'd to quit the Angle, and retire behind the Traverſes on 
the Left. We begun to paſs the Ditch of the Ravelin between the two 
Counterguards, and enlarg'd the Saps before the great Breach ; we had 
about 50 Men kiil'd and wounded upon this Attack. The 3d of the ſame 
Month we made another. That Day Lieutenant General MI continued 
in the Trenches and the uſual Relief was brought on by Major General Co/. 
Her and Brigadeer Waſſenaer, The Diſpoſitions being made for the Attack- 
ing the Ravelin onthe,Right. Three hundred Grenadeers were detach'd 
from his Grace the Duke of Marlboroughs Army to joyn the Troops of 
the Siege appointed for this Service. The Attack begun about Noon,and 
we ſucceeded in it ſo well, that by half an Hour paſt One, our Men made 
a very good Lodgment on the Ravelin, and forced thoſe of the Enemies 


Troops that were behind the Traverſes, to leap into the Water, Where mott 


of them were either kill'd or drown'd, by which means we made our 
ſelves entire Maſters of the 2 Counterguards and Ravelin, in which we 
likewiſe took 2 Pieces of Cannon. Here ended our Attacks, and from 
that time to the ſurrender of the Town, we only enlarged the Out-works 
and prepared things neceſſary for a general Storm, which the French gave 
out they were reſolved to tand; but in this they luckily decetv'd our 
Expectations, and the 21ſt of this Month, the Marſhil Boxfflcrs cauſed a 
Chamade to be beat, and Hoſtages were immediately exchanged. On our 
fide went into the Town Brigadcer Trouſſel, Collonel Lællo, Collonel 
Sackendorf, and a Major of the Hannoverian Troops: For the French came 
into the Trenches Brigadeer Mallebois, two Collonels and a Major. 
The Articles of Capitulation were ſoon adjuſted , which contain d 
in ſubſtance as follows. * That the French ſhould ſurrender up the 
© Town, and all Stores of Cannon and Ammunition in it; That the 
© Horſe which had march'd to the Aid of the Beſieged, with a Suppl 

© of -Powder under the Command of the Chevalier de Laxembargh, 
might have leave to retire out of the Town, as the Garriſon might into 
© the Calile, and that ſuch of the Sick and Woun'led as belonged to the 
© French, might (tay in the City upon their own Charge, with their Sure 
© geons, till they were recover d. Tis difficult to calculate truly the Loſs 
on either ſide at this Siege; but if we may depend upon the Accounts gi- 
ven us by the Citizens of Lille ſince our entrance into that City, the 
French had about 12000 Men in Garriſon, when our Army broke Ground 
againſt the Enemy, beſides 3000 Burghers of Lille, which did conſtant 
Duty with the Regular Troops, and behaved themſelves very well where- 
ever they were in Action. Ot the Garriſon near 4000Men retired into the 
Cittadel, and 'tis computed, that about 2000 more were Sick or Wound- 
ed at the time of the Capitulation ; ſo that the French lolt between 6 and 
7000- Men upon a reaſonable reckoning; and the Allies near 9009, a 
much leis number than fell before Namur; but as as I ſaid before, thc 
Sap ſaved cur Soldiers, and as effectually did the Buſineſs, as tho we had 


thrown away the Lives of half the Army i 
ad During 
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During this Siege, the Velt-Marſhal d' Auverquerque dyed in the Camp, 
after having been Sickly for ſeveral Months before. His Death was oe -d 
nitely regretted by the States General, and all the Allies. His Faith 
to the Common Cauſe was as indiſputable, as his Prudence, Expe- 
rience and Courage: He had ferv'd 50 Campaigns witheut any Blot up- 
on his Character, and had the uncommon Happineſs of behaving him - 
felf with Honour in them all. At the Battel of Seneff, he ſav'd the Life 
or Liberty of King William ; and indeed by all his Actions, (hew'd himſelf 
worthy of his high Pott, and the Illuſtrious Houſe of Orange, from whence 
he ſprung. Upon the Capitulation of the Town, our Troops which ſery'd 
in the Siege, were order d to continue in their Incampments till our Works 
were levell'd, and the Town put in a better Poſture of Defence. In the 
mean time the Prince of Heſſe was ſent with a ſtrong Detachment of 
Horſe and Foot into the Province of Artsis, to drive the Enemy from the 
Poſt of La Baſſee, to ſecure our Troops Quarter'd at Armentieres, and to 
get what Corn he could for the Subſiſtance of the Armies. Three or four 
days after we made our ſelves Malters of this Fortreſs, the French took 
a Poſt from the Allies, the Conqueſt of whtch they made as conſiderable 
as that of Lille in their unfai.htul Mercuries and Gazeits. This was the 
Village of Leffingen, concerning the Reduction of which I ſhall here in- 
fert an Authentick and ſincere Account. 

The French finding all their Endeayours to raiſe the Siege of Lille un- 
ſucceſsful, march'd - way with their Army from ſo dangerous a Neigh- 
bour as the Duke of Marlborough, and retired to the Canal of Bryges, 
Some of their Troops poſſeſt themſelves of the Forts of La Baſſee and o- 
thers, under the Marquis de Hautefort intrench'd themſelves on the Banks 
of the Held. Their Intention for ſeizing the firſt and laſt of theſe Poſts, 
was to cut off our Convoys, to hinder our Communication with Ofend ; 
to ſecure their Acquiſitions of Ghent and Bruges, and to make further 
Conquelts in the Spaniſh Flanders, as time ſhould ſerve. To embarraſs 
theſe their Deſigus, the States apply'd themſelves to her Majeſty of Great 
Britain, and defired that the Troops on Board her Royal Flect, might 
ſerve in Flanders upon this Occaſion. 

The Queen of England conſented, and Lieutenant General Erle landed 
at Offend with ſeveral Engliſh Batallions. Soon after his arrival there, he 
march d out of the Town, and took poſſeſſion of the Village of ZLeffinghen, 
This he did upon good Greunds, for tho the Place was open, yet it lay 
rery convenient to preſerve a Communication with Offend and our Army. 
Our Convoys from thence might paſs ſafely to the. Confederate Camp, 
and obſtructed the French from having any Intercourſe with Newpor:, This 
the Duke of Vandome was ſenſible of, and Lieutenant General Erle had 
no ſooner got Poſſeſſion of it, and cauſed ſome Works to be made in 
hafte,and atew Trenches dug, but the French endeavour d to regain it. The 
Confederates Garrifon'd this Polt at firſt with about 400 Men, molt Engliſh, 
the reſt were detach'd from the Troops that lay in Offend. Theſe the French 
beſieged in form with 18000 Men a6 6 halt Gallies, having drowned the 
Country. Theyantrench'd themſelves and threw up Batteries againſt the 


Place 
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Place, as if it was one of the moſt regular Fortifications in the World, an! 
uſed all other Efforts to become Maſters of it. The Enemy having cauled all 
the Country round to be laid under Water, but this Vill-ge, their own 
Camp, which was as advantageouſly ſituated, and a Cawley which led 
thro this Village, with a few other fmall Hills which were above the I n- 
undation, thought themſelves ſecure in their Poſts; but they found 
themſelves miſtaken, and Lieutenant General Erle cauſed a Place of 
Arms they had made upon the aforefaid Cawley, a little diſtance from 
the Out- works, to be attack d. Fifty Grenadeers of the Dutch Regimen: 
of Vanderbect, headed by a Dutch Captain, and 50 of the Regiment of Cars. 
commanded by Captain Clare, were ordered for this Service, ſuppotted by 
200 Engliſh. Four Grenadeers were ſent before, who pretending to be 
Deferters, amuſed the Enemy, whillt the reſt of our Troops came up, 
who charging the French, drove them from that Poſt to a ſecond In. 
trenchment, and ſeiz d a Battery, where they continued ſome time. 
The Enemy loft 100 Men in this Attack, beſides 40 taken Priſoners. A 
Grenadeer of ours had the good Fortune to take the Chevalier de Coin, 
a Major General in the French Service, who ofter'd the Soldier that took 
him 200 Piſtoles and a Commiſſion for his Liberty which be generouſty 
refuſed. On our ſide, Captain Clare was killed, the Duteh Captain with: 
2 Subalterns were wounded, and no more than 15 Private Men kill d and 
wounded. The Enemy finding the Bravery of our Men, advanc'd by 
way of the Sap upon the the Cawſey; whereupon General Erle cauſed a 
new way to be made from our Camp to Leffinghen, which the Enemy 
perceiving, ſent their half Gallies over the Inundation, which made a 
continual Fire both upon our Fort and the way to go thither, vet that 
Poſt was relieved with 2000 freſh Men, under the Command ot Collone! 
Mild. The Duke of Vandome and an Admiral did not think it below 
them to Command this Siege in Perſon ; in which, perchance, they had 
miſcarried, had the Orders General Erle gave for the Defence of the Poli 
been juſtly complyed with. 

The Enemy landed, by means of their Ships, 7 or 8500 Men in a cry 
Place which 1t was 1mpoſſible to drown; about Sixin the Morning, they 
Attacked a Church-yard, wherein Collonel Caufield, who commanded 
in Leffinghen, had poſted 150 Men, who made but little Reſiſtance, and 
retired into a Redoubt near the Canal, which they ſurtendred, and were 
made Priſoners of War, as were the reſt of the Garriſon, The French 
loſt in that Siege 5 or 600 Men, and ſome of our Officers diltinguith'd 
themſelves, as particular Collonel Rapin and Major Dagzlaſs, After all 
the Blood and Labour which this Siege colt, the Enemy were little the 
better for their Conqueſt, *Ts true, they open'd a Communica- 
tion between Mewport, Bruges and Ghent, where both Soldiers and 
Burghers very much wanted Salt, Bread and other Proviſions ; but 
Lille had already ſurrender'd, and theſe Efforts had been to much 
more purpoſe, if they had been made ſooner with ſucceſs. The 
Dake of Marlborough, during theſe Tranſactions was encamp'd at 
Rouſſelaer, from whence he detach'd = Earl of Stirs, to provide 9 
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for the Army in the Dictricts of Furnes and Dixmayd. Our Detachment, 


had the good Fortune to ſurprize 4 Companies of French. Gienadiers at a 


Bridge between Dix mud and Newport ; on the other hand we met with 
the great Mortification to have a Squadron of the Regiment of Faten, one 
of Heyden, a Batallion of Grow.b4ow, and another of Prince Albert underg, 
go the fame Fate: Theſe Troops were all Praſtans; and as Brave Men are. 
generally more careleis than the timerous, jo theſe exceeded the bounds 
ſet them by my Lord Stairs, and were ſurrounded by the French in the 
Village of Beauvorden near Furnes. | | 

They defended themſelves for a while with a great deal of Gallantry ; 
but finding that all the Avenues were cloſed, and that there was no poſh - 
bility of forcing their way thro' the Enemies Troops, they ſurrendered 
Priſoners of War, having dearly ſold the Advantage the French obtained 
over them. This {mall good Fortune of the French did not hinder my 
Lord Stairs from raiſmg great Contributions of Corn and Meal in the Ene- 
mies Country, and more had been got together by his Troops, but that 
they were recalled to joyn the Duke of Mariborough, The Elector of Ba- 
varia was by this time returned from an unactiv? Campaign in Germany; 
the March of Prince Exgene to the Scheld, and the great Detachments that 
Ele&or was forc'd to make for Flanders, diſabled him from putting his Pro- 
jects in Execution, and. penetrating into Bavaria: So on the concluſion of 
theSummer in Germany,be returned to Flanders as Wiſe and as Happy as he 
ſet out from thence, unleſs the Difappointment he met with might ſower 
his Diſpoſition, Finding his Deſigns had nuſcarry'd in Germany, he was 
reſoly'd to try what he could do in the Spaniſh Flanders, confiding either 
in the Treachery cf the Inhabitants. of the late Conquer'd Towns by the 
Allies, or hoping their Fears would ſoon reduce them to his Obedience. 
Big with theſe Thoughts, he collected an Army of between 20 and 30000 
Men, and fat down before Bruſſels the 23d of November N. S. He im- 
mediately ordered the Governor Monſieur Paſcal to be ſummoned, who 
returned this anſwer : © That he was ſorry he had not the Honour to be 
© known to his Electora! Highneſs, but that he would defend his Govern- 
ment to the lait Extremity, and act according to his Faith and Honour; 
whereupon the Enemy erc:ted Batteries will all the Diligence 1maginable 
againſt the Town, and the 25th of the ſame Month began to battcr the 
City with their Cannon and Mortars. The Night between the 26th and 
27th, the late Elector of Bavaria ſtorm'd the Cover'd Way, and had near 


carry d the ſame, but at length his Troops were repuls d with a molt ter- 


rible Slaughter. The Attack lafied 14 hours, during which time the Sol- 
diers on bot h ſides laid by their Fuzees, and fought Sword in hand. The 
Action eeaſed about 10 in the Morning, when the Elector drew off his 
Forces, with the loſs of 800 Men killed beſides the wounded. Lieutenant 
General Paſcal, the Major Generals Murray and Wrangel, the Deputies of 
the States General, the Council of State, and the Officers and Soldiers, did 
all that could be wiſh'd or expected from them in their reſpective Stations. 
No Succours ever came more feaſonably than thoſe the Beſieged received; 
they were at the point of furrendiing when the Enemies retired, _ it 

they 
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they had continued a few Hours longer before the Place, had moſt certainly 
made themſelves Maſters of the Town. The Dnke of Marlborough being 
acquainted with this their Extremity, aud ſollicited by the Deputics ot 
the States, recalled the Troops which were in the Dilirict of Furnes, com- 
manded by Lieutenant General Fagel, and the Detachment which was 
at Lens and La Baſſee. The fame day we received Advice, that the Dam 
which the Enemies had been making near Gavre, to ſtop the Courle of 
the Scheld, was broke and carried away by the Rapidity of the Sircam, 
This was very agreeable News, for had the Enemy ſuccecded in this De- 
ſign, our paſſing the Scheld would have been attended with great diſh- 
culties, Our Army arrived the 25th of this Month in the Morning at 
Harlebeck, and continued there till 4 in the Afternoon, for giving tune 
to Prince Exgene to come to the Place appainted, Our Mratures were 
concerted thus: That the Prince of Savoy's Army ſhould pats the River 
between. Eſcanaffe and. Hauterive ; the Duke of Marlborough and Count 
Titly at Kirkhoven, and Count Lattym with the Earl of Orkney between 
Gavre and Aſperon: Major General Cadogan and Brigadier Evans, were 
ſent before to lay the Pontons over the Scheld, who not · only p:rtornt'd 
their Orders but paſſed the River, and polted themſelves and their De- 
tachment on the other ſide, and put to flight a Body of Troop: which 
lay intrench'd near the River. Our Troops were therefore ordered to 
march with all imaginable Expedition, and as they pifſe] the River they 
form'd themſelves in Order of Battle. Prince Eugene hearing what had 
happen'd, never ſtay'd to lay his Pontons, but forded directly over the 
River and joyn'd the Duke of Marlborough at Kerthoven ; upon their 
Conjunction they advanc'd to Berchem, in order to diflodge the French 
from that Poſt, but Monſieur Soxteron, who commanded there, fled away 
with the utmoſt Precipitation. The Datch Cavalry purſued them, a::4 
fell into the Fire of a Party of Grenadiers, who had lind ſome Hedges 
and Ditches, in order to ſecure the Retreat of the reſt. Here we lott a 
few Soldiers, and Major General Baldwin was ſhot tliro' the Bo ly, and 
the Earl of Albemarle and Count Maurice of Naſſau had thiir Hories 
killed under them. From hence the Duke of Marlborough and Prince 
Eugene went to attack the French Troops poſted on the Hills of Oadenard, 
under the Command of Monſieur de Hautefort; theſe made juſt as good 
or a worle defence than the Detachment under Monſicur S9uteron ; but 
General Lottzm met with a different aſpect from the Troops commande 
by Count La Motte: The Pruſſian General paſt at Gavre, and found this 
Enemy ready to reccive him, but his Orders being to joyn the Duke of 
Marlborough, his Troops fil'd off towards the Camp of that Genera!, 
without ſtaying to try whether this was only an Amuſement of th- 
French Generals. In the ſeveral purſuits our Forces took greit pirt at 
the Enemies Baggage, their Bread Waggons, ſeveral Colours, Standards 
and 2 or 3 pair of Kettle Drums, and killed and made Priſoners about 
1099 Men. The Conſequence of this Action was the raiſing the Sicge of 


Bruſſels, which the Elector of Bavaria immediately forſook, upon having, 
advice of our paſſing the Scheld, and retired to Mons with the gr ateit 


Mor- 
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pre ſerve them. 
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Mortification, curſing the Intrigues of Count Bergeyck, whoſe Correſpon- 
denceetn the Spaniſh Flanders had brought ſo many Diſgraces upon theArms 
of France, As our Troops could not but deſpiſe the French, ſo the French 
did their Generals, to whoſe Fear or ill Conduct they imputed the un- 
happy Turns of this Campaign. Upon the pafling of the Sheld, the Po- 
pulace reviv'd an old Song which had been made upon Mareſchat Lyx- 
emberg's ill Succeſs when he attempted to relieve Philipsburgh, I ſhall 
mention the fi: Verſe of it in Engliſh, which by changing the River 
Abine to that of the Scheld, becomes ſuitable to the preſent Occaſi on. 


Uroz the $cheld Preſaging Harms, 
And Breathing Woes and Smart, 

Appeared a Beat with many a Thouſand Arms, 
But wanted Head and Heart, 


Theſe were the Thoughts of ſome particular Perſons, but this unex - 


pected. Turn ſeems rather owing to the Conduct and Foreſight of our Ge- 


nerals, who took ſuch effectual Meaſures as broke and divided the French 
Army, as may appear by part of Lieutenant General Hompeſch's Letter to 
a General Officer, a Friend of his, which I ſhall here inſert. 


. 

'T Expect this Day 100 Waggons under a Guard of 9 Batallions, with 
* * Powcer ſent for from Aeth, by my Lord Duke, which are to joyn 
© me. The Enemies have aſſembled their Forces between Lens and Ls 
* Baſſee, and are fortifying the latter, wherein our Troops had taken Poſt, 
and made a ſhew of fortifying the ſame, as if they would maintain them- 


* {elves therein. This was intended to oblige the Enemy to detach ſome 


* Troops on that fide, and weaken thoſe they had on the Scheld, which 
* ſucceeded accordingly. That Poſt would have been very advantage- 
* ous, but as our Generals had other things in view, they quitted the 
© fame, ſceing the French were come into their Neighbourhood with moſt 
* of their Forces, and thereby render'd our paſſing the Scheld more eaſy. 
They are now near enough to attack Prince Eugene before Lille, if 
* they think fit; and jn that Cafe, I ſhall be ſoon with him with the 
* Troops under my Command. It began laſt Night to Freeze fo very hard, 
© that our Soldiers long for Fighting, were it only to, warm themſelves. 
pw 115 thing material happens, I ſhall not fail to acquaint you there- 
with, 
I am, Cc. 

At the Camp near Menuin, Sign'd, 

December 5. 1708. A. J. Count de Hompeſch. 


P. 8. Forage being very ſcarce in theſe Parts, our Harſes will ſome- 
* what ſuffer; but when Men mult be Sacrific'd to obtain a ſafe and ho- 
* nourable Peace, there is no reaſon to complain of the ſhare Horſes mult 
have in theſe Diſficukies. I will however uſe all pollible means to 


Theſe 


Theſe Sentiments of Mr. Hompeſch give 2 light into the Intentions of 
our Generals, both in ſeizing and quitting the Polts of Lens and La Baſſce, 


and diſcover plainly, that the French are not only overcome in Courage 
but in Policy. 


Both our Generals and Soldiers had acted this Campaign with fo much 


Prudence and Bravery, and the Succeſſes that attended their Labours were 
ſo fortunate, that the Allies in General were fatisfy'd, and which rarely 
happens; thought they had done enough, and fully performed the Obli- 

ations they lay under, and were content they ſhould leave Chent and 

ruges in the Hands of the Enemy till the next Campaign gave them an 
opportunity of compelling them to return to their Lawful Sovereign; but 
the Duke of Marlborough was of another Mind, and upon his taking his 
leave of King Auguſtus, who wiſht him a good Voyage, his Grace reply'd, 
That it was very cold Meat her, and he could not croſs the Seas wit hon Gleves, The 
Expreſſion in French (the Language in which it was ſpoke) is very beautiful, 
and inſinuates, that he could not return to England till he had taken Gent. 
The Word Gand ſigniiying a Glove in French, as well as a Town cf that 
Name, to which his Grace, by that Equiyocal Term, alluded. Onc Succels 
generally treads upon the foot of another, the Cittadel of Lille furrender'd 
the gth of November, juſt as our Batteries began to play againſt it; but not 
one Cannon was fired, when Marſhal Boyfflers ofter'd to Capitulate, not 
was there any conſiderable loſs of Men on either fide. 

The Cittadel of Lille being evacuated, my Lord Duke of A7aribirough 
and Prince Eugene march'd towards Ghent, in order to beſiege that City. 
Our Army inveſted it between the Upper Scheld and the Lys, with 30 
Batallions and asjmany Squadrons. The Prince of Heſſe Caſſel withaↄ Squa - 
drons and 40 Batallions, did the like between the Lys and the Cral of 
Bruges, and from thence to the Canal of the Sax, the Duke ot WVirtombers 
with 16 Batallions and 25 Squadrons, fat down between AMalleſtein aud 
the Lower Scheld, and Count Tilly, with 20 Squadrons and as many Ba— 
tallions, took polt between the Upper and the Lower Scheld. On the 29th 
of December, N. S. the Trenches were open'd at the Attack of Ccunt Ler- 
tum. The following Night we broke Ground where the Duke ot 3Virrerz- 
burg commanded. At the fame time we cerried on other Works at the 
Bryſſel's Gate, under the Direction of Brigadcer Evans, where the Enemy 
made a Sally, and that General bringing np his Men to the Charge, had 
the misfortune to be taken Priſoner. We loſt but very few hu in the 
Works; and the 3oth, Count de 1a 1otthe, whocommanded the French 
Garriſon Capitulated, and ſurrender'd the Town the next Day, having 
obtained to march out with 6 Pieces of Cannon, and the uſnal Marks ot 
Honour, The Burghers had the good Fortune to try the Clemency of the 
ViRors, and obtained very eaſy Articles for themſelves, which they had 
but ill deſerv'q. ; 

Upon the Acquiſition of this Place, the Enemy quitted Bruges, Pl 
fendael and Leffinghen, and reti id into their own Territories, an] ite Dice 
bf Marlberoug h and Prince Exawe having ſettled the Winter Quartes tor 
the Confederate Troops, ſet out for the Hague, having left the Com- 
mahd of our Forces to Count Jh), General for the Dach. þ 
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56 Tue Hiſtory of the Campaign 
As this Chain of Victories, with which-it pleaſed God to bleſs the Allies, 
give them a happy Proſpect of a ſolid Peace, and reducing the unjuſt Pow- 
er of France to realonable.Conditions, ſo it put the French into the highelt 
Conſternation. The general part of that Nation apprehended their pcor 
Eſtates, Honours and precarions Liberties, they enjoyed, to be now facr:- 
. fic d to their Monarch's boundleſs Ambition. They found with jufticr, 
| whit the Houſe of Boarbon graſp'd at Spain, that Family would lote 
France, and pay dearly ſor their unſatiable Luſt of Empire. At the ſame 
time Reports wee ſpread Abroad, of damen in the Royal 
Family of Fance, tas alſo reported that his Moſt Chrittian Mijeſty had 
a deſign to Marry Madam de Maintenon. This Rumour, whether true or 
falſe, has put the whole Nation into a Ferment, and the very ſame People 
winch aloft Idolizd Lewes le Grand, now Lampoon him, and Satyrize 
luis Actions with as much Bitterneſs, as he could expect from his ſevereſt 
Enemies. One of theſe Satyrs, occaſion d by the Report I have juſt men- 
tion d, tranſlated into Engliſh Verſe, containing a great deal of Wit and 
good Senſe, I ſhall here oblige the Reader with, to ſhew what an Opint- 
on the French Soldiers catertain of their King, who onc: bid fairly for 2 
Unirerlal Monat chy. 2 ; | "en 
LEWIS t Marlis ſneakt away, 


And from a Lover's grown a Spouſe ; 
What wiſer Prank cculd Monarch play, 


To.fix the Glory of his Houſe * = oy 5 
1 Age old Bae 4; ay ay boos ö 
. nd, when he can fight no re: 

Alt e Dirt) Village gets, *. 
And marries his old batter'd Whore. 


So with the Lend it ever fares, 
Th ir Wit grow: weak, as their Defres grow ſtrong, 
They fall at 74 into their proper Snares 
And pay, wien Old, for what they did when Young. 
What mighty Charms has Maintenon unknown, 
Wizz Spells which Mor tals never. felt before; 
At Twenty ſhe'd have bift for Half a Cron n, 
But tales a Lewis at 7 hreeſc cre. 


Thus ended the Campaign in Flanders,and the Glory of France together 
Tue Wheel of Fortune is turn'd, and the Gallick Empire declines with as. 
great rapidity as ever it advanc'd,and may reaſonably apprehend yet greater 
Mistortunes — the Houſe of Aufria, than they receiy d at the Battles 
vi Pavia and S. Quintin. 6 
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